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Rising el ic banking fraud th CBN's cashl [
Ising electronic banking fraud threatens s cashless policy
By ATOOLADLEODIWA — Whille the pilot programene started a Lagos i Jamuary Teir years inko the programme, the palicy bas spurred the

2013, .t""‘" policy was extended ta Dgun, Rivers, Anambea, grourthof digied and dectronic payments in the country. with
Abja, Kapwos and the Pedups] Copital Tenrioty (FCDsnthe 1t yuany Nigerians adopring wlectronic platforms for serelemens

he vapid th and adeoplion of digital and h ;
e,_':irm;? T‘:’r“: - :’; H:n:iy rgi;ﬂ-::h Dy, 2013, On oy 1st, 2014, the policy kkked off in the  ovpaymenclorgoods andservices.

businesses and individuals as proferred remaiaing 30 stanes ol ahe fedosarion. Cont'donpg. 6
means of iransacting business is facling the surge
in Mt;:?c ftatld,.ik;a:j-n&ﬁ Malhmrklcat;?m-:. Six months into Aha(:ha Imt: Much No plana for npm;lﬁnn
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leading voa 186% Increase in finencid frands from
16,128 1n 20095 46,1264 2020,

The Conteal Bank of Higeria (CBM), it would be
secalbed, had dn Decemier 2001, intwodused the
cashiess poficy in a-meve b reduce the mmvannt of
phsical cash in cieenlatien, fheroby enconraging
the use of elecironic platfores for seitlemen: or
payment for goodsandservices.

NAFDAC, govt policies push prices
of hasit: drugs beyond reach
as Nigerians lament

1"u:5r_=ruru._ health challenges
IIM-

Managing Director, Banl of Indestey (ROD), Clulayede Pitan (left) and the Country Divector, French Development Agency (AFDY), Xavier

Muronat the BOLAFD 100 Millics Eura Line of Ceedit Apreement signing cenemany held ot the BO1 hesdguaters, Marina, Lapos

2023: Peter Obi rides youth
rage, threatens GSIaIIIISII , “

"Your unquenchable thirst for knowledge, truth, and faimess served you well on the
journey through life in an imperfect world. You never ceased, and never gave any

quarter in your pursuit of perfection in all you did, and you almost always effected an
uncanny joyful enthusiasm that demanded positive support from people from all walks
of life who met and discoursed with you!" —Dr. Dominic Emeka Onyema, M.D., Pl
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Konga upsets Nigeria's PCs, devices market with Mega Computing Sales

By BUROLALOBGE wedks. Focloes indicate diat Konga  supporked by HE, Samsung,
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Nigeria set to assemble electric vehicles,
signs MOUs with Israeli Japanese auto firms

Faderal Goverament has signed a
Hem-uﬂmhm of l!ndcrsmdmg
(Molly with Irach and Tapanese

ompanies e assemble and wananfactere
envivommsintallyfeieadly, groen, dleckric and
shartanomobiles in NMigeoaby 2023,

The Wativnsd Agency for Science and
Engineering Inizastewctuce (NASEND
wrlerad :;:; parteecship wigh th&l'nuimﬁ
Japaneseand Nigeran compandes in ]

at the oeremony, the lspsell

ambassador to Nigenla, Mnﬂm’l Feoeman,
said that the pactmesship which was a
combination of leacl, Japanese a.nd
HMigeriansedimol il Lyl p ol s e
sy challenged ankacving t!wtmupwraml
envirenmental sectors intly

kls&plmtmiwtﬂeﬂupmh
EE&IL Japranm -ﬂtd Migerian companies

ng place

“whntﬁ-apﬁulm this profectis that
it Is a thoecly probect that combines Tsracli
rachmologies, Japaness mehnalogles,
Bt Hmmw amd SRt
tagether to create 4 project that is going to

e ane t about briwging electvonic
mptoreycles jato Migesta which will be a
programme that is green and

FEFFYD

"knﬂlspepphm wayand safe way

rt and even has a redhmology
emmﬁﬂihmﬂhmvﬁy nndliar

legalland FLE purposes,

“Whemwe ot what e s AE
wrheworld anvd also in Afeiea and in Migera,
we i tallki issues of foel scardity, we
are taking a technology, we are
talking about the need to
cheapes,easier ransport.

Aad beve we are, having kel and
JApaRese COMmPARIes COIMHDE with
Hiperann partners to provi ooy,

propner, newer, excuing techeolopy thae is
expected tomove people, population adwoss
theconntry.

“T mwmuayammmnrm poing
to startin Magevia will be swccessiul and will
pgoacress Africa,” Freeman said.

The Execntive Vice Chatrmsar, SASEMIL,
Brof MobhammeadHarona, landed rha
collabovation whick he said had comebostay
and wooudd be domesticated in the comntry.

Haxona said that thye swonld sew w0 the
mansfacturing of Migerian made electrical
elilesia the fearest i s,

“The first o ‘tud-ﬁmﬁﬁca-temt:'i;

it s oowntey, #n
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Zenith Bank whets investors’ appetite
with strong half year showing

...Proposes interim dividend G e o o mide of

Oayeagwn, has in the midst of dhe
islocations of the economy = where
firms and counerics were posting

BULLS ON RAMPAGE
PB2022
SN Symbol Lawt  Todays Gain  Change

Ciosu Closa  (N) %
T JAPAULGOLD 0.3 034 003 U568

2 MBENEFIT 028 030 002 T4

decidedly marginal outcones ~ has
beon able fo wmaiataie the prowth
trajectory awd push the haulk's PRT
and sl aseens by 21% and 59%

respectively from 2008v0 2021,
JFCMB 302 3.20 0.18 598 m'z h Bank's “;;f; ! of
| excellentperformance has contineed
4 UNITYBNK 040 042 002 500 prp—r——
S ACADENY 2465(205)214 0089 43 incleding belng recognieed as
Maber Oue Bank wedlipesia by Tier-

BMULTIVERSE 230 240 (W 43
TIKEJAHOTEL 196 120 005 435
8 REGALINS 0% 02 00 4100

1 Qapiesd, for rhe 12th sonsesvitive
yeat, in the 2622 Top 1000 Wold
Baniks Romking pebliched by The
Bankey Magazine; Best Bank in
igeia, for three consective Years

9 UPOC 128 (1021106 004 142 fvorm 2020 o 2027, in the Global
‘ Pinaince Works Base Banks Avvards;

10 NESTLE 1.307.40 1,350.00 4260 3.26 Best Commercinl Bank, Nigeria 2021
and 2R in :‘he Firanee

Banking Awards; Best Corposate

Governance Banlr, ia i che

World Finance Corporvate

1ELLAHLAKES 400 360

Zeuith Bank MD: Ebenocer Onyeagwe

Governance Awards 2022; Best n
Corporate Governance 'Financial
Services” Africa, for thoee

‘ ik )
2VITAFOAM  3240(2250)2030 220 878 ) NG 18 erillion. Retal Wﬁ Eﬁfﬁiﬂ H;EE.F
INPFMCRFBK  183(165)150 015 909  Cowtinmedfrompaged | aksa supporredhe growthrecorled | Commercial Bank, Nigerla and Best
4 CHAMS 077 025 002 Taf This is as # has announced its | g = e - mﬁgﬁm'“mmm*m

audiced wesults for the Hf-'iﬁ!ar. hillion ko NEH 25 billion. HO? Bardine Awards. Alsn. the
5 UBN .00 650 L40  -BB7 ended 30 June 2022, recording am Despite the elevated yield = Baok smerged as the Most Valuable
B LASACO 101 096 005 405 mm CHOMOR- igtﬂwﬂiﬂ': environsnent, the cost of fumds = Banldng Brand In wa o the
17% in gross carnings from N34 | ficteased only marginally feow | Banker Magazine Top B0% Banking

T GUINNESS B400 BOQDOD 400 -47H

billion regorsed i HL 2021 80 NG |
biflion in H1 2022, This showingis |

L2% in Jane 2021 @ 1.4% in June
2022, The mcremse in the cost of

Beands 2020 and 2001, Bank of the
Yeur (Nigeria) in The Bander's Bank

BINTBREW 520 500 020 -385 | n spite of a wery challenging funds weas lower than the incrmase | of the Year Awards 2020 agd Retail
THACHMIIONGENIC SNWTBIRaNG . Jo.ite | i yilds on integest-gemersting | Tank of theyear at the BusinessTuy
GSOVRENINS 0Zr 026 001 <470 eradicion, the bank haz also | assels, giving cise fo an ""P‘“"ES Banks and Other Pinawcial

our long-term objective - to

| Interest invome awests o the |

stable and well-dbove epulatory
thresholds at 60.5% and 20.0%

promised vo-pay incevim dividend of | E Mat Unrareat (NIM) of T.1% | LMt '

OCUSTODAN 670 650 020 29 | Skaboforérery sharcof Shwboto | rmmﬁ.a%m;uwmmm 1].m %n;érit:ummim[iﬂwalﬂ:m;nd
 sharcholdersin thehalf year. ; ! Total assers rose 1o NGH10,12 Similarly, Zenith Bank was

_ According to the bank's audited 5 | teillion at the end of June 2022 | howoured as Bank of the Decade
half-year dinancial resules presewted | from NGNI A5 trillion attheendof | (Psople’s Chwice} at the ThisDay

to the Higerfan Exchange {M}E}a_n; December Z021. Despite the  Awards 2026 and WARIET i

“"As I noted in my statement to . Tuesday, 23vd ﬁ'ﬂ_g‘“ﬂ 2002, this | headwinds imposed by the  fomr categories at the Sustaiwmabilicy,
the e o growdh was wnderpinned by a 19% | apecating enwironmant, the Geoup | Prkerpeise, and Responsibilicy

: : g-oge gl Yo¥ growth i interest imcotng 5 grew its risk agsets as gress loans | (SERAS) Awards 2021, carting home
immediate priority is to help | RGMZO4 billion to NON242 billion | grew by 5% VeD fom SWGNBS  the awards for "“Best Company in
countries minimise the risk of ad an 16% Yo¥ growth i non- | tdlsonte NGMNZ.7 arillion. Thiswas | Bepogiing and Trsssparency”, "Best
crises and be ready te cope with interest moome from NGN127 | achievedat a moderate NFLratioof | Company in I[nfrastructure
pe billioh w NGN14% billion. The | 4.4% (FVE 2021: 4.2%) and costof | Tevelopment”, “Best Company in

downturns. owth in interest income was | risk of 1.4% (bane 2021 1.3%% | Gender Bguality and Women

! mﬁﬁwhﬂﬁiﬂﬂhﬂ | Prudentiol rasios such as liquadiy | rment’, and the coveced

“Yet, we should not lose sight of ,n;;:gjmd The ;:?” - :ﬁ anel copital adoquicy also temiained | "Most Respomsible Organisation in

Afwica.
Amabysts gespanse &0 the gesults

support sound monetary, fiscal | Group's sueeess in its income respectivaly. haveheen npbeat:
g - divessification strategy. BH also gleasved that the G "On The positive, as tedd,
el acructynat puliciss tolbwid Profitbetom S PED W 11% | | 1o focued o advanclag 0o By | fokerss oot b i ohesnely

stronger economies and improve
people’s lives. This means also

vear-or-year (¥oYd from MGN117

. bilien to NGHNL30 billlon. Esmings |

bamking strategy anchoved om a
#rong technology base. and

in recent weeks. As a vesul, dhe
benehies of rising asset yields ave

share (EPS) abso grew foam. | intends b consolidate on the gains  likely to filter through to funded
_ d"“'?"_s "'rﬂh issues_!ike N3350 NGNDS6 overthe same | arhieved in prior yesrs sccoss Ml | wieman i 05,
inequalities, climate risks and . G-month pariod, ; busimess-segments, Combined with had.rltﬂa-,ﬂmmth.mderhaﬁy
rapid technological change.”-- r:arm :]{H"::;:ﬁ:gz i i tm Groips HW{-.‘:’W‘:'% 125% pt-d, waking s valuation
! ~to-dale : | i the expeciaceon is for s 1o & even move compelling and dividend
Managing Director of the customer depesits to close the | | impsoved pectormanceand defiver | yield more atcractive thom a¢ the
International Monetary Fund, period at NGN7AS teilion. The g enhancedretwastostakeholders. | beginning of the year. Accordingly,
Ms Kristalina Georgieva vetail strategy of the Group | And undevstoring the fact that | we maintaio owr BUOY
ﬁg‘: ::m di*l::"'-' g bi‘ ! the Zenith mmwrhﬂ&cm :f; recormmendation on the stodt ™ Said

. PasKs 5 i indesd s quiet stucdy bull, Ak, Sewior Anakyst

L=k 17% VD from MGN1.52 trilion to i undar :}m leadavship of Yes ﬂﬂea_f._:;mu:mhg::uh
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Rising electronic banking fraud
threatens CBN's cashless policy

Continued from page 1

However, the rise in dhe
adopiion of electxomic
banking by Nigerians bas also
brought abost T neg;:iw sil-ei_
the exponential e i cases o
we-frand,

Checks cevealed huge
discrepaadies in the official
figires often presented
govermment agenches, Wi
reporting agencies even
comttadicting the figues they
had eatlier released.

The Migeria Deposit
insarance Corporation
{NDICH lo dts latest report on
financial framd revealed chat
bligerlan banks lost owver
M2E4 T biliom w Gamdsters
berween 2007 and Seprember
2020,

Analysis of the peport
shows that the smouwi
imvolved in dhe fraud cazes
apood ar M4 A5hillioa in
2012, compared to |
A2 A3billion To 2008 and

' that the Josses for onily nine | MONtof 2019,

menths {Janwary to | Further analysis

B2 01 billionin 2017 g ber 2020), | imdicatad that whilae
et st tos || Sopiember BU20) ets | oo o
declined from M15.1Sbillion . Tosses (nswed) nsritutions | Dad the highest freuency,
im 2008 o N546billion in - suffired for the entire 12 | for 49.78 per
2019, the BDIC seport moted | cent of frawd cases, wab-
, based internet bankdog
Fraud Volumes Per Channel (%) glﬂg came rfzmi with
. A2 per cent. It, however,
Df*:w:?:::ﬂt:ifﬂ::ihw::::mmi.m.-nmrmnmhulhpﬂm Insa]ﬂgiml-m‘.uahedun
A N, ATM frauds.
The NDIC, whale stating

thar 52,754 frauwd cases
were Teporied to the
CodniMigsian in 2019
Agaitesr 37817 in 2008 and
26,1682 in 2017, attribwted
the frand figures o a repost
compiied by the bligeria
(ater-bank Settlement
Svstem (MIBSS),

Tt dhe savne vein, frand
volumes and values are also

X

arane Q300

climbing fn NIDSS geleased
data. According te the
systenn, the vohwne of frand
suceessfully sarvied out has
increased by almost four
times berween 7045 and
2021, while froud walue
increased from BS.04
ballion recorded for the first
nite monrhe of 2020 00 87
bilkion in the same period of
y TR0 1 BT increase.
i ! The NIBSS furcher
stated shat feandévins avé
focusing more on the

Nigeria's fraud value compared with other countries (N'million)

| Digall b s

i

| mobile payment system,
| hence, frand attempts on
| mobile increased by 3307
ihﬂmﬂﬂh Janvary and
| September 20720,

| The otal oumber of

| akvenapts as of OB Clanmary

| to Seprember), according to

. the NIBSS yepors, geew by
| 186 per cont Trom 2019 ko
| 2020,

i In the fest nine months
lof 2020, framdsters
| attewpted 46,126 attacks,
| and they were successiul on
| #1,97% occasions, 91 parcent
! ofthetime.

Total Amounts Lost to Fraud
(Jan - Sep 20200

LTI
B Db AT "R

Not sorprisingly, frand
attemnpts via mobile channels
saw a 330 per cent increase
Year-On-Year {YoYl, while

via web and PeS
chanoels saw 173 pet cent and
Z15pereent incraass YoX.

O the otherhand, o faamd
was seported In reansactions
initiated through noen-
electronic channels like
cheques and across the conpeer
between 2019 aned 2020,

According te NIBSS,

demography is playing a big

. part im the sising cases of

i |
T mmsrrE

v,

Egrt il L
IO T

B votoss B Peveiioss [ Toteiioes
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digleal/clectronie fravd, with
those advanced in age wore
susceptible to swecessful

generation.
For itseance, owt of the

48,767 persons deframded n
the pecied vnder review,
people ovey 40-years af e fell
prev to handsters the most,
with 33,97 pencont adcounting
for the total number of
defranded persons

Alss, mﬂe mweﬂ 21l
80 were the second wost
defranded ar 31
Those aged 31 ko 40 aceoumit
for 27 percent, while people
balow 20 were e Jeast
defravdedwith sixpercent.

The NIBSS argred that-the
teend (electronic feand) 3=
expected to grow as Migerians
forthex embrace electronic
chaomnels foe their day-to-day
ansactions.

While et and
offictal bodles have heen
downplying the severity of
the plague, independent
sourceswlio didnot want thelyr
identity revealed disclosed
that the amount lost Yo
electronic frandis massive and
is m the region of several
irilkons af naira.

“Leantell you that banking-
related fraud peaked in 2021
as the sector vecorded over
6.1 trillion alowe to
ehectvonic fraud,

"Whar happens s tha
often times, most frand
activities go snamnounced
heconse banks ape afraid of
reputational damage.

*A public admizslon that: a
bank was atached by cyber
crinwinals could set off panic
busttans ncustomerswho may
riisly o dake owt thelr fands.
So, all the stakehelders
mgdmndmymem

cyber attack emn  Migerian
banks by North Korean
hackers who stele several
billions of naika in daposivoss
fumnds.

“Ouating a cyber security
fiven, Kaspecaky, the CNN had
reported that North Eotean
hackeys atwacked bamks in
Nigexiamd 17 other comntries
usingithe Lazarws"worm.

I mot for the CMN and
other foreignmedia thatbeoke
the story, Migerlans would not
have knowm of the i:r.lnk

Age distribution of defrauded Nigerians (%)

48,767 Nigerians were defrauded in the first 9 monthes of 2020 of this number 63'% were males and
aracks than the yowmgar 37y were females

b4

o Fale

BH vecalbed that the CBI |
had denied being aware of the |
development ( Horth Korean
hacking) when ¥t was |
approached for comment.

However, in a subtle |
confinmmation of the hwge |

. peoblene cyber thiewes pased |

% the nation’s fimancil
institutions, CBN Divector of |
Consunrer Protection, Me |
Salam-Alada, had ata |
wockshop for Business |
Editoxs and Finance |
Corvespondents Association |
of Higeria (FICAN) i Banin |
Ciey in 2018, projected what | fonds
electromic framd dosses in the |
country's banking system
would reach N8l teillion by |
2021, i
The CBM bess said the
bank had resolved owver
13,716 complaints deough |
its Consumer Prokectien
Department (CPD), whith |
vesubted 3a the refund of |
absut N72.2 billion ta |
customsls by okl |

1140

arrd evolving technelogies,
Some bank customers |

whe had one time or the |

other fzllen wvictim of

| elecrromie fraud while

speaking with sar

rampant i

One of the victims, a
customer of a first
geheration bink, said she |
experienced several
wraudyorized withdrawals

frome her account, but her |

Mawtu-ﬂwﬂﬁe

“I once visited an ATM |
4o Abula to withdrow some |

waltlng for Sostructlons,
two men distracted wme,
offering belp which [
decliaed.

"But when | slotted may |
cand again to continme sy
transaction, it showsd m a

‘card xeported last, cand

banks based on 25,043 cases | vetained

of fraudin 2047, :

He warned that fhe teend |
will continue to rige
nationaly due to evolution of |
chamehmndﬁufgamﬂ?

“When I went into the

banking hall to complain, |

the paraon in change went

to check the machine and |
Came wmbmmrhtw !

Fraud Tnchniqm in Hlm (%)

&b

|
3

L ack af Two factor
LA S b
Card il

Pruceg thieft

Falir amsestphor

P compromaise
Rotdwery

and | W0

kT

(ver 40

' caed wais notamong the card

| thre accoume.
"l immediacely
 authocized the fieezing of
4mvmut-mhlmh§,hl
oy amazement, when Dre-
opeaed the account on
| Mawch 14; 1 was told that &
1'."136 was used to withdraw
Iﬂ?ﬁ&ﬂﬂﬁmdﬁmﬂ
.u-. twa installments of
| N109,200and 22,500,
"By contenkion is how a
| withdraigal can be made
| foom an account thai has
been feozen and the ATM
| candblocked”, she sadd.
Another custosnar who
spolke on bhis expertence
Im the hands of dizmal
thvieves, oarrated how he
 transherred an amount to 2
ml&nt from a POS machioe
bwt that the <llent has not
| peceived the money till date.
| He sad wlon bve wenk to
| s bank to complain, hewas
' told the mioney he sent went
|t another client’s account

|ﬂh¢#ohi¢nth¢mth_r

Dihers

Card/ Phone thely

abe ennpiopecs aFbanks.

Heady hall (22%) of all
respondents told BH that they
had porsotrally exparieticad
framd, with more thao two-
thirds dhanging their banks as
o, 1
Minety percent of
respondents also told BH they
were concerned about the
petential of e-banking frad
and are comtemplating not
fully embyacing the digital
revolation

Some ant-frand experls
mentiowed several techmigues
used by frandsters vo defeaud
Migerians of thew hard-earned
moniey 80 nclode card thefe
and social enginsering.
According to Wikipedia, social
engineering is the act of
manipulating gullible accoune
holders to give out confidential
information andbank details,

They, however, sald dhat in
some cases, there is no
mvolved amd that victims
accounts are just hacked.

Spealdng on the rbe in
electronic fraad, Frof. Kareem
Clatoye of the Faculty of Law;
Lagos State Universicy {LASU],
Qjon. moved that che digival
payment systém was
valnerable & fravd and
evidence of this abownd
ever with cyberccimes,
such as eybersealking,
cybersquatting, and phishing,
among others, leading the

He said identicy frand
glebal losses teealled $52

to tackle electronicfrand.

to him, these
include Cybercrime
Probibitien and Prevention
Act 2015; Cenfral Bank of
Migerfa Act; Ecomomic amd

"1 Pnancial Crinses Contmation
| Act 2004 Money Laondering
| (Prohibition) Act 2002; the

! Advanced Pree Brand and

: Other Frand Kelied Offences

| Act 2008; the Commmanications

D Ace 2003; Nigeria Deposie

' Code Act: 1990; the Penal Code
| 1998; Comspanies and Alfied
| Matters Act 2020,

The hw professor stated

| that lw could be used to

| proffec solutions, stressing

| effectdve regulation was
| reguired,
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Six months into ASUU strike:

How lecturers are surviving

By ADEBAYO OBAJEMU

he ongoing strike by the

Academic Staff Union of

Universities, ASUU, which is
over six months old has spawned a
welter of unintended
consequences, which will have dire
implications for the future of
undergraduates, and tertiary
education in Nigeria.

Investigations by Business
Hallmark revealed that when ASUU
eventually resumes, many of the
brightest academics will be missing
in action. Competent sources at
many of the public universities
confided in this medium that some
lecturers have relocated to
universities in North America,
mainly Canada, the United States;
while others have found new haven
in Europe, while some have gone to
South Africa as well as Nigerian
private varsities.

Dr. Olufemi Omoyele, director
of Entrepreneurship at Redeemers
University, told Business Hallmark
that "I have a friend, a close friend
who until about two months ago
was an important faculty member
in one of the public universities in
the Southwest, he has now
relocated to the University of
Nairobi; and there is another one
who left the shores of the country
for University of Botswana. This
strike has spawned another wave of
braindrain”.

Similarly, Dele Ashiru, the
chapter chairman of ASUU at the
University of Lagos said that more
than 70 percent of the lecturers
have left the country for greener
pasture.

Ashiru  made this public
recently in an interview on Arise
Television where he affirmed that
no government in the history of the
country has been so disrespectful
and insensitive to the best brains in
the country.

“The impact of the
government’s insensitivity and
deployment of the weapon of
hunger might not be immediately
known until after the strike. As I
speak with you, more than 70
percent of bright and promising
young academics retained by the
university through mentorship
have all left the country for greener
pastures due to the poor conditions
of service in Nigeria.

“Those that are left are on the
verge of leaving. No government in
the history of Nigeria has been so
insensitive, brash, and
disrespectful of the best brains in
the country. This is unfortunate
andashame.

“ASUU is a union of
intellectuals; we don't look at what
others do to make our decisions. We
make our decisions based on
verifiable facts and the facts
available to us have not shown this
government to be a responsible and
sensible one,” he said.

Emmanuel Osodeke, a
professor, and the national
president of the Academic Staff

Union of Universities (ASUU) last
week sounded the alarm over the
mass resignation of lecturers from
the nation’s universities for
greener pastures both within and
abroad as the strike lingers.

Osodeke at a Obafemi
Awolowo University's function
bemoaned the new wave of
intellectuals migrating elsewhere
for greener pastures, adding that
some of their members are being
forced to go into other sources of
livelihood over the federal
government's refusal to meet
some of their demands, including
payment of seven months’
backlog of salaries accrued during
the strike.

According to him, some of
them are now engaged in farming
and other economic activities,
while a large number have left the
country.

“So many lecturers are leaving
to engage in farming and others;
lecturers are tired of the
treatment they're receiving from
the government and because of
this, they are looking for
alternatives. So many more will
leave even after the strike too.

“I pity the country; Nigeria
will be the loser for it. Instead of
coming to the table; look at how
they will solve the issue, rather,
they believe in punishing
lecturers.

"It's so sad. Your lecturers
went on strike, you believe they
willbecome hungry and come back
to beg. Many lecturers will also
leave to venture into other areas;
some are also looking at becoming
self-employed,” he said.

There seems to be no end in
sight for the protracted crisis.
Sources said even before the
current crisis, many of the public
universities' lecturers engage in
moonlighting by teaching in
private universities.

The reason for this, according
to investigations, is that many of
the private universities are said to
be 'glorified wvarsities' without
enough teaching staff. They are
said to lack standard, and many of
their faculty members are
borrowed on adjunct basis from
public universities.

The idea for private
universities which was mooted
and actualised by the federal
government in 1999, was to
bolster university education and
improve wider access for many
students. But that has not
happened given the alleged poor
standard in private universities,
the only silver lining is stable
academic calendar according to
sources.

After two decades, private-
sector investment in the
acceleration of university
education in Nigeria has been
significant.

Almost every year, at least one
new private university is
established somewhere in the
country. Within the first five
months of 2022 alone, 12 private

«Adamu Adamu

universities were approved by the
National Universities
Commission (NUC), the
regulatory body of universities in
Nigeria.

With the latest additions, the
number of private universities
has shot up to 111, representing
51% of the total of 217
universities in the country,
according to NUC figures.

Despite the number of
private universities, education
analysts say the private sector
has not substantially advanced
access to university education for
students.

Professor Adeaghbo
Moritiwon, a political scientist,
blamed the poor standard of
private universities on lack of
competent academic staff.

According to 2022 statistics,
there are 102,500 students in
private universities compared to
1,751,761 in public universities,
implying that the private sector
commands less than 6% of the
university student population in
Nigeria.

Professor Jibrin Ibrahim, a

senior fellow at the Centre f

inarecentarticle said "private
universities have not really
recruited and trained their
own faculties. They poach
from the public sector for staff
and are dependent on
moonlighting".

Ibrahim averred that the
“terrible story” that has come
out from the higher education
sector is that many public
university lecturers, who are
more often absent, and rarely
seen by their students, is that
they go to private
universities to teach because
of the extra money in form of
moonlighting.

Eminent historian, Prof.

Toyin Falola of the University
of Texas, Austin, United States,
in an article recently in
"University World News" noted
that it is an ingrained systemic
flaw for some staff members
at public universities to also
work at private universities.

However, Prof. Tolu
Odugbemi, the former vice-
chancellor of the University of
Lagos said that many public
lecturers rely on moonlighting
because of poor pay in the
public sector.

“You see Nigerian lecturers
moving from one place to
another to improve their pay
and make ends meet because
the conditions of service [at
public universities] are not
good,” he said.

“It is pathetic that higher
education in Nigeria has been
highly debased. Do not let us
deceive ourselves, things have
collapsed and the challenge is
for everyone to start rebuilding
the system,” said Odugbemi.

When we talk of poor pay,
lecturers with doctorate degree
are said to earn as little as

Government

should endeavour
to assist private
universities in the

area of staff

capacity-building
and infrastructure

NGN130,000 (US$313) per
month, while professors on the
last bar of professorship salary
and decades of experience earn
around NGN550,000
(US$1,327), according to the
Consolidated University
Academic Staff Salary Structure
II (CONUASS II), the payment
scale developed by the National
Salaries, Incomes and Wages
Commission for all academic
staff members in all federal
government universities.

The salaries are far lower
than those of lecturers in some
countries in Africa, North
America and Europe earn,
according to a report by the
Centre for Democracy and
Development.

A lecturer at the University
of Ilorin who craved anonymity
told Business Hallmark that the
"poor pay has led some of us to
actively seek extra stints at
private universities while some
of us have actually gone abroad".

Apart from poor pay,
Odugbemi, the former vice-
chancellor of UNILAG, said that
poor funding for universities
and poor infrastructure on
r_ampuses have made many
public university staffers lose
their passion for teaching in
public universities.

In joint research, Dr Yusuf
Suleiman of Al-Hikmah
University Ilorin, Professor
Zahyah Hanafi of Taylor’s
University in Malaysia and Dr.
Muhajir Taslikhan of Universiti
Utara, Malaysia say that the
solution to the shortage of
qualified and competent
lecturers in private universities
would be collaboration between
the government and the private
sector.

“Government should
endeavour to assist private
universities in the area of staff
capacity-building and
infrastructure,” a statement
jointly issued by the research
collaborators averred.

There has been a clamour for
government assistance to
private universities for years.
Many stakeholders want private
universities, like their public
counterparts, to have access to
the Tertiary Education Trust
Fund, or TETFUND, a scheme
established in 2011 to disburse,
manage and monitor education
tax to government-owned
tertiary institutions in Nigeria.
The fund caters for
infrastructure and research
projectsin tertiary institutions.

But, although the
government has been not
comfortable with the idea, their
reason being that their owners
should continue to cater to their
own needs, those who feel
government should help train
their manpower have notlet up.

Sources at the federal
ministry of education say
government is considering
proscribing, or at worst give
official recognition to Congress
of Nigerian Academics, CONUA,
to weaken the power and
influence of ASUU.
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CBN intervention saves Nigeria
$5bn loss to foreign airlines exi

...Domestic operators fault $365m release

ByAYOOLA OLAOLUWA

igeria's aviation industry
and allied sectorslike the
hospitality and tourism

sectors are facing imminent
collapse as more foreign carriers
are preparing to withdraw
services over lingering challenge
in repatriating their funds.

Although the Central Bank of
Nigeria, CBN, at the weekend
released $365 million to them,
which is only about half of the
claim put at $600 million,
Domestic operators are kicking
against what they see as
discriminatory practice, while
aviation experts believe, it will
not solve the problem.

Airlines Operators of Nigeria,
(AON) spokesman, Prof. Obiora
Okonkwo, said last week, that
the foreign airlines are arm
twisting the government to give
them what their own do not give
other foreign airlines. He said
that all the airlines domestic and
foreign go through the same
process - sourcing forex, buy
JetAl, maintenance checks etc.
so their caseis not different.

According to him, the foreign
airlines charge or cost their
tickets at E&I window exchange
rate, some even use parallel
market rate, but when they want
to repatriate their funds, the ask
for CBN official rate which is
exploitation. The E&I window is
N438 per while official CBN rate
is N416.

"Our government should not
succumb to this blackmail,
Nigerians passengers pay the
highest amount on tickets in
West Africa, because these
airlines already factor in the
differential in exchange rate, yet
they want government to give
official rate.

"A six hour flight from any
Ghana costs N600,000 return,
which cost almost N2 million in
Nigeria. How can you explain?
This is the many Nigerians now
go to neighbouring countries to
book their flight, thereby
denying the country revenue.

"Even the BASA (Bilateral Air
Services Agreement) they are
talking about is based on equity
and reciprocity. Emirates Airlines
operate 21 slots into weekly,
while AirPeace has only three
slots; whereis the equity.

"BA operates seven slots daily,
while no Nigerian carrier goes to
UK; again, where is the
reciprocity and fairness?", he told

«Emefiele

«Prof. Obiora Okonkwo

Arise television.

Nigeria, which gets about 90
per cent of its foreign exchange
from the sale of crude oil, had
been struggling with an
economic downturn since 2015
when the sudden drop in crude
oil price of mid-2014 stoked a
severe dollar scarcity that
depleted her foreign exchange
reserve,

Despite crude oil prices
hitting a record high of over
$100 in 2022 as aftermath
Russia's invasion of Ukraine on
February 24, the scarcity of
dollars has refused to abate, as
rising crude oil theft and
subsidy on imported fuel
continue to erode the gains
recorded by rising crude prices.

One of the sectors affected
by the scarcity is the aviation
sector. In June, the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA) had
appealed to the Federal
Government to help unblock
foreign carriers' funds running
into $450m (N188.6billion) as
of June 2021.

The trapped funds,
stakeholders in the aviation
industry informed Business
Hallmark, had since risen above
the $600million mark as the
nation and its economic
managers grappled with the
scarcity of foreign exchange.

Unable to repatriate the
over $600million funds realised

from ticket sales to their home
countries, foreign airlines have
been halting operations in
Nigeria.

Some of the foreign airlines
that have already announced
their exit or cut down on
flights to and from Nigeria
include Emirates Airlines and
British Airways.

On August 18, 2022,
Emirates Airlines announced
in a statement that its flight
operations in Nigeria would be
suspended from September 1,
2022 as a result of its inability
torepatriate its funds.

"We have tried every
avenue to address our ongoing
challenges in repatriating
funds from Nigeria, and we
have made considerable efforts
to initiate dialogue with the
relevant authorities for their
urgent intervention to help
find a viable solution.

“Regrettably there has been
no progress. Therefore,
Emirates has taken the
difficult decision to suspend all
flights to and from Nigeria,
effective September 1, 2022, to
limit further losses and impact
on our operational costs that
continue to accumulate in the
market.

“We sincerely regret the
inconvenience caused to our
customers, however the
circumstances are beyond our
control at this stage. We will be

working to help impacted
customers make alternative
travel arrangements
wherever possible,” the
airline stated.

Barely two hours after
Emirates announcement,
British Airways followed suit
with the announcement that
it was reducing its flight
frequencies to Nigeria. The
airline also informed its
customers of a rise in the
cost of its flight tickets.

“Good afternoon. Please
be informed that BA is
changing to full fares F, J, W
and Y seats any moment
from now. Kindly let us issue

Any agency collecting forex
must account for it, deposit
it at the CBN and collect
naira equivalence. That, |
believe, is the law because
we don't spend dollars and
our budgets are in naira.
That is what | reasoned out
of Obasanjo’s directive to
the government aviation
agencies in 2006,

any pending tickets to avoid
fare increase,” the airline
advised

BH reliably gathered that
other airlines, such as Air
France-KLM, Virgin Atlantic,
Lufthansa, Swiss Air, United
and Delta Airlines are also
considering suspending their
operations in Nigeria until the
situationimproves.

Speaking on the matter,
the President of the
Association of Foreign
Airlines and Representatives
in Nigeria, Kingsley
Nwokeoma, said more
international carriers would
join Emirates Airlines soon if
nothing is done to address the
situation.

“This is just the beginning.
The amount is over $1billion,
not even the $600million
widely reported that is being
held and they (foreign
airlines) cannot repatriateit.

"If other countries are like
Nigeria, there will not be any
industry because this money

I is used for maintenance. Even

the money used to pay their
staff in Nigeria is coming from
other climes.

“The aviation industry is
allabout 100 per cent safety. If
there is no money, safety will
not be 100 per cent
guaranteed. So, it is going to
continue.

"Emirates has kick-started
it and I'm sure that you are
aware that British Airways has
cut flights into Nigeria and
thatis howitis going to start.

“Just like Emirates did,
they will first of all cut their
flight into Nigeria and they
will look at it holistically again
and if it is not working out,
thenit’s not working out.

"This did not start today. It
started over the years and the
government is not doing
anything,” Nwokeoma stated.

Meanwhile, the nation is
set to lose revenue running
into several billions of dollars
in the event that the airlines
fulfilled their threats.

According to multiple
sources, the withdrawal of
services by foreign airlines
may cost the nation well over
$5billion.

For instance, projected
loses from the aviation sector
alone will set the nation back
by about $1.36 billion or
N567.12 billion (at the official
rate of $/N417) annually.

According to IATA’s
estimate, Nigeria's aviation
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2023 Is an opportunity for you to change
your destiny, Alex Otti charges youths

From PETER OKORE, Umitakia
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prauguration I CRIFpa
eomnci to eemind yourks in t‘ﬂ‘:
countey that as the hope of the
watiom, the 2022 general clections
should offer them ihe
epportusiey to tale their desting
indhair oven o ds.

This is also as the Methodist
Archbishop of Umaahia
drchdlocess, Bichop Chibuzar
Opako, advised thar pouths
showld no lomger wait W see
Migevria centlaue what he
desceribed az"the sinking
peocess”,

Twth spoke h::i mmﬂ‘ﬂa at Ehe
inamgnration of Oty Casn
{‘m?nsc‘i ald ar ghe qu!liiql;ﬂ
O Carrpaign Head qiaastens,

resRonshop  aspivant
implered the laxge gathering to
camy the door-te-deor Eu[?mrt
efforts for the Labone Pasty from

T G HAYAT

the state Fovel o thie sones, locd
government areas and political
unks b ensure that Labowr Pacty
capiures the Abia Government
Hinsge iy el year’s governor shig
chections,

Ot also nsed thecopepmony to
paveil biz seoming mabe, e
kechikwa Edeta. The
ceremony alsm featmred
presemtation of the wvarious
camdidates for vaerons pofivical
offices 0 the forthooming
ohection,

I hiz brief speadh hodore
ewearinp<n mesbegz of the
coumcih, Arcibishop Opoke
explained that though he iv not a

ricia, rthat he was ar the
wesne b pariore tha tosk 23 che
sprivitual fatlver ofall politicians.

“Al Migeyiagy should glse spnd
eakes over v ol ram hoese
who hove exploved it over the
Ve ats,

Poweny B evecywhete Mo
Eighiz, na feod for people w0 2at;
uo jobs for whe youths to dey
corEnplion has takew over

Migenia. This is why youths ave

v
s

Cehik Basdosade sitha veveiling ofbwo newpeodncis inbages

S HAYAT

gterming vavious foreign
embassies lookimp for papers o
runaway from Nigexda Most of
oneyauths nowmigeake cofighten

LT
Tooths at dthelr vacbows

fecations shold be detomined to
takaover she coumtey and chanps
the narabivers. They should ne
leager walt bo see poverty,
misticr, cormption. killings

thrive in Mligeris”,

In hisbrief speech, the Conneil
Chairmme, My, fhaena Upws,
described Alex Ot & G good
prodiack o marker, stressing that ,
that's the sesson people are
workisg haed o deliver hin.

He, therefore, charged 4l
megbeps of the siate campaj
eouncil B0 worl: hoaed foe o
Labour Poarty 90 malke it ia next
year’s governdrship eleclions in
Abis, shd delivey Pows Olj a@
[resident,

Food union seeks government’

intervention on forex scarcity

he Food Beverage and
Tobacco Senior Staff
Asnoclation (FOBTOB)

has lamented that employers in
the sector are finding it difficult
tih import raw materials for
production due o imavailability
of foreign exchange.

President of FOBTOR, Jimoh
Oyibo, who said this during the
union’s 44th anniversary, wrged
the Federal Government to save
the sector from total collapse.

He lamented that the issue of

forex scarcty has affected the

industry =0 much that it la
Jf{nctlng and ;Inwing dawn
production

He gave instances of some big
employers in the sector, like
Ragolis Water, located in lkorodu
that has shut down operations due
o forexunavailahility,

The FOBTOB president said
that it was painful that
manifacturers, who sustailn the
economy could not get forex, but
the dollar is in the hands of

&% HAYAT

Pt bife: Sl Dl i, ERagat Wi migea Haadin, Biotays Lataaji derbgoing MIEVGL, Torul Baeidogla: Wadkadai) Mansger. Rodilied Absioags and curmnt bHvGM,

NCAC inaugurates LOC for 35th edition of FESTAC

Mationak Cowncil for Avts and Culoure
{RCA has inavsgurated & Local Organizing

Coninittes { i ther the aymne
i o Pasnival wm;ﬂﬁ?ﬁ{mmm

Thee Theectod Generdl of WCAC, ChielF Dliségun
Bunsewe, while speaking dnttg the inauguration in
Lageees, 5aiel serving the wation shooldbeconsidered a
greaer hononedhanmatsral possersion.

Bastrsewe urged members of the CLOC o bring
together now ideas and work as ateam to add value to
thedeonie festival. .

Ele 2234 vt Rescival, which had beon slstad w0 hobd

feom Hovember 7 to l3in14ﬁ:.mﬂd
have events kicking off ab Teslion
Dadogom Stadinm amd e Noxions]
Seadaam, Surilene inLagoa

He said whe La atvd fadeval
governments wete working neanimously
o sl A SHEe tival

Henored #har this was geared wanards
etiaching the attenton of the wodkd vo the

Agerwios
Hationd

the teadership of the private seqtor Cannal

be over asised a9 dhey mrarket
and raobiise staleholders for the ovegall
e ficg o yhe anval,

Some of thé e divideals inangneied
inbo the commmiites wereMr. Whereweun
Omang, National President, Fedecation of
Touwsisen Assoviations of Migeris (FEANY
B rs Swsan Akporiaye. Wavkowal Prasident,
Hationd Asseciation of Nigera Traue

; ANTAY, Brs Eoe Uds of the
arion of Towr Oparators
(HATOR andarhen,

individuals, mostly politicians
who use it at their conventions
and other political activities.

He noted that sourcing forex
from black market, which most
ol the companies are now doing
for survival, having been left
with no other choice, 1§ not
sustainable

"It is unfortunate that such
things are playing out. Yet, we
have a government. Socurcing
from the black market reduces
the profit margin of the
manufacturers and what that
mieans Is that they will not be
able to meet up with their
overheads,” he zaid,

Oyibo said the government
should live up to its
responsibility and ensure that
forex Is made available to
manufacturers and not for party
jamborees

On the introduction of exclse
duty on carbonated drinls,
despite the plea by the unions,
the labour leader said the
present administration has
falled not only workers but
Nigerians as the effects of the
increase cut across several
stakeholders.

“The duty affects our
members who are now
producing at & loss, but despite
this, our emplovers have been
magnanimous an we didn't
witness any redundancy.

“What we did was to advise
our employers in those
companies to push up the
volume to-make up, but our fear
now is the technology baing
employed,” he said.

He reasoned that the
workers could not afford to lose
jabs now with the current
inflation that has eroded the
earmnings of the workers.

“This government has failed
us from day one At the
beginningwe felt helphad come.
Al of usahould rise op to bring 2
government with human face.

“The fact that there’s no
consequence for corrupt
practices in what led us to this
level. The leadership will need to
change, so that at the end of the
day things will be okay for our
industry and our country,” he
said.
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Firm launches media relations tool for PR managers

medis selariang mol daar

ERnneCls nﬂrpﬂrate

Fkcations ot

annd public relations agencies to

thomsands of jounmalists aevoss

Africa, SqwirrelPR, has been
L Bend

SquinielPR offers 3 swive of
stevices that ditves the efficient
d:x]ive-y of meadia reladions

wnts inchading prevs

mus ooapdinatiomn

ii.wt.- a5 wellas

A ﬂyh‘mlm‘!& for mwealin comtant
tracking and reporting,

A the n{ﬂ:lﬂ.hlnrh-ﬂf i
servicem Lagos. the co-founderof
SqoicrelPR, Jamies Ezechminen,
saidl the salution is the frst PR
DY tool In Afica specifieally
developed for media mmanagers to
cnhance thelrprodoedvicy

“SquitrelPi hoped 8o redefine
the way PR agencios and medta
eeélations officers sppeoach Yheir
sob. W are opihmistic that ihis
technalopy will tevolucionizs e
mediarelations sub-sector, Thists

» sunple, fasysto-nze solukion
thak any mediz manager will find
invalaable in Pheir deptosday
opeT AR

“Ar the heant of SqouireelPR is
the ability ko deepen the
pelationship between the mwedia
manages and his main
comstitmency = thebannalists.”

The sotution inclndas 4 peods
distrlbution feabure that offers a
Aprramad o sl vich meedis darakase
for iedia managers to distribwte
prezz relosses to A [Mge aad
diverse network of practicing
jomnaliztz in Afdea in o fow
sk,

Media ers caw also
deploy SquircelPR to ease She
press conferemce or media
plawing pracess by leveraging
the smast senference-plansing
Eod dutemalied Lo BasaEe
inwitations, and monitor
reaponses w ceal-time while

wordin atdendance
S RMAT L
feaburealso mcludes amomborimg

Dirmciar-Ceneral, Mankanal Cosaeil Eordiar s and Caliore (0%, Chicl O
bberrsa DT i all e Atz il b (HEE&T}MM%I'M naugurslion af

Cultwre (RCACH, Chied Thluse gan Tomenas dmdddics, wil

duwitgrthe i auguraiion ofthecommitfer i Ragoson Friday

s gomaiice Lo

tool thar allows asers oo deploy
media mteligense amd frack
publications acress the web ima
Fewilicks.

The plvdonn has aggreganed
over SO0 aclive and practicing
journalists se far, allowing wsers

0 discover Fhem andpirdssrorios
o #hern mdividheally while sharing
NPT LATE eSS O IGTS
throwgha mressaging feabre.
Ezechusdm, TA‘E- also the
Chiek Techmingy Officer of
SoleeelPR, wwitesated that the

sechinolagy will play » crifical rofe
o i relotions managene
acposs industries as it leverages
weique and evolving tedmology
tha brings m the fore the <ore
vabses necessary for velationship
sl et

Lagos govt partners firm to market

state’s tourism, artistic asset

ke Bagos Staie

avarnmenr has

paeencsed with Eura
Wision Ventwres to market
and preject the artistic
products as well az the
conssm potantia of the stave
tothe globalworld

The Programme Divethor.
Borg Vision Venuoves, Mr
Dozia Acneyd, Feclonelehis
& mews confevence on Friday
inkagos.

Amayi said shar the

Runzewe dnsddied, with naesbers affahe LosallUivgn

o Pl

nesship world cosue proper

herslng of Lagos maeske, arms,
danca, eealis, colaie and soneisn
potentials to be poojected to the
weordd.

He 3zl lm the process of
exesuting this project, vha stawe
bouriom and owbtueal potential
wounld be transperted for
cxfifhivions in cities like Torones,

Tavaertyal Aol Lo,

He noted that the exhibition
wiiich weonld be tagged “Lagos Arts
and Towizo Bxpa”, warlbd goalong

CAC solicits stakeheolders support on reform initiatives

he Registrar-General of the
Corporate Affairs Commission
{CAC), AlafiGarbadbubakar, has

solicited Fer customners continued support
1o the commndssion’s reform alviatives for

effective servicedelivery.

This Is contained In a starement by
CAC's Head of Media Dait,
MrRasheedMahe

o Abuda.
Mahe said bubakar made the appeal
while Interacting with cwstomers at the

CAC pavilior ar the 62wd
Association's Avmual General

%mm Wi Conmmniission s

commirment vo ensure Thet CAC opegates
inlinewithglabal best practices.
He commended the effortsof dye CAT
Teduumi team. for wkmg diligendly o
tﬂ mstnm Iuiries and

Thn SA b e prayed God to give the

m

newly elected NEBA president, Yakubu
Maikyam the streogth to handlle hiis new

Feigivnent.
13000 are at vhe
dedepates wndiog

About 116 resowrce persons ave
featuring at the comference, with
panelists deawn from UN ag&mw&.nﬂ
soclety organisatdons and stake

reprasentatives.

H.ﬁ&_giﬁﬂhumt_li.ﬂ. 1ol ule
i Jboe tor-Geveral, Fatbonad Tomn ol foe Arts and
e mabers obithe bocal Orgaeising Compraltee (TOC ok the Hathenal Pestival o Arts and Cultare SNATEST)

way in stiracting toutisis o the
compryy a7 well as boosilng
Migarias foreign exchings

EaT

ase onk do profect Phigeria,
moar especially }f:ﬁﬂ 50 the
A, B0 PRI E RO PeUATES & CRed
of people wanting %o go dbroxd
m ate Jotw ofoppor tanitics

"W will ba projecing Lagos
aquakic offerimgs, toucises
yotential, calbwral assests, Babris
of adisn, 3erworks andall mannee
oferafes.

“This 15 w0 mae Tagos dhe
st destination #ox
woae sy, Reianes andhusines,

"These couiiang, oulewesl
potential, arts and crafts will be
wrhibited in Isfonbul foos
Dciober B w0 B, In London feawm
Maovembed 18 o 20 asd in
TForowrofrom Deceniber 14 #0187
hegadd

Aoy appreciarad the stae
goverament Kor the suppors
enjoved sofar,

¢ sz cammended, Searaloss
Fravels, Nigerian Brewevies aned
CIT Micer Finance for thedc

Wﬁﬁ:‘ the foumder. Lages
Internationad Jazz Festival, oneof
the jaskacis for the pooject. M
fvoela Sadare, said that authentic
e fgom e ciey of Lagoes
would ke projecied culing acress
Fui&:znﬂﬁfmm Em

Aacerding to »
1 om0t lfml:ghcallﬂl ]:ui.ﬁ:&1 ﬁ
Migerians v travel abeaad but an
oppartunsty for the prokets of
thieir creativity o be exported for
parronage.

He 2aid the exhibition woild
create viable marketing platforms

m; WHIEE, S, TR
and ¢

The Creative Diector FC
Acoessories, who specialises #n
1Tyt iln{}rnfﬂin of oitien o
wowks of sie, We Todin Clulowade,
said bie would be relayiag whe
stories of 5 i somee works of
arts which wonkd be exhibited as
SeCeEa0ties,

Olukuade sadd these
socessodes would be tomeme o
form of i mateslale and
souvenirs. The sponsorship
comsaliant, M2 Triumph
Dremisen, eXpreszed her kove ot
the rich and dverse wlitvre of
Lagos Stabe, ueging bizerians ta
R Nigesic e amcifcally

¥id
Lagos Saake ’ﬁlﬁth hagesp:r:ﬂ:h-ul
cubtnee, we shoukl Iearm ta
mﬁmwmﬂm. “Praple sanl
Lagos i araZy bk Fw York &
ceazéer, We musr Jears o
appeeciatecur Lages” dhesaid.
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No place for opposition in Rivers State

...as Wike holds sway

By ORI MARTINS

n spite of the fact that Rivers state ks dearly o

flash pomt in view of The vations everplay of

Mﬁrm the 2019 peneral elections, the
huge, intmideting and owerbearing image of
Governor Nyesom Wike fo all ramifications has
become an issae toseard the 2023 elections and has
face off with die leadoship of the People's
Democratic, POR

He has not onfy becomwe the issnein the national
parey quest o regain power but alse at the state,
which seems to bave assumed greaber significance.
since his daim that he isin controlotthe state, and
whevever he goes the state goes with him.

It is a staterment That bad euffled many
feathers i the PDE with some people, such as
former governok of Bpawa stake and foreign
miniséer, Sule Lamido, who, Wilke, himzelf
Jescribed, a5 " one of Atikv's actack dogs,” in &
television tmerview, challenglng the assedtion,
nsfating That Wike iv just a governor and will
becomeirrelevant and hiskory by Bay 2023,

Since the veruin of deaocracy iy 1998, Rivers
state has proved 0 be the most critleall in terms of
electoxal t in the south, even more thaw
Lagos, wiwch Jvas the Iwghest population in the
conntry. nthe 2019 polls, itwas evident that Wike
was fully in charge as he confronied federal miglw
led by former governor, and wminister of
Tesportation, Chibulka Rothml Ammedchi, whe
unleashed powerful forces to wpstage Wike. But ta
o avail

Wike appears to represent whal Asiwolo Bola
Vivobu exemplified, during the administeation of
fermmer president Obazango, who was able to rebuff
federal attempe to take over the srate politically
Having successfully defeated the federal attempt ta
snatchithe skate from him in the 2019, Wike varved
o apponents within dee sowe and prrodeatly ran
evivyone oWt of tewn Including the ebudlent
Aol anel his gang,

Bvery avollnble indicator polmts to the fact that
Wike has sﬁ;:ﬁmﬂm virtually all
appositions ity the state %, A T
be described as e cwpreme Jeader o :mpeﬂ
Rivers State. His opponents = be them aggrioved
PDP mambers ox those of the other parties= dread
Wikels clowt, tentacdles or general approach to
political matbers,

Ta dgnove thie fact, as the Tkes of Lamida
pretend to do, is to deny the obvious and cowct
political disastes, a5 confronts Atikun Abubakar,
PDE's presidential candidate, weve Wik to comain
vecalcitrant and work agamost the pacty. If Tinobw
conld "colomise’ stats the way he has sincs
leaving office in 2007, & sownds uncharitable and
jmpndent for Lamide to believe that the same
sannot be possible with Wikedn spite of bispolitical
accomplistunients,

As a matver of ceveainty, Wike veportediy
confined his majestie trimmaph over his opponents
ot guite Jong g0, In his words ke stated that he,
alongside his camap had AW appositions in
Rivers State. Accondingto hiny, “Wa have collapsed

[

._‘a *)

; 3,
b [
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Wike

¥
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oppasition parties i Rivers Seate”. This may be an
oversratementbotiels norfar from the realicy.

Since the fallovk with the party leadership affer the
Jone 29 presidentisk primary in Abwja, Wike had
comsalldated his power by sacking all dwse seen to be
cohoxting with the At camp, Dwvciuding the likes of
HestinOpara, former deputy Speakeey, Howse of Reps

In actwalfact, Wike's numiberone well knowo enemy is
tha $ormer national chairman of the POP, Prince Udhs
Secondus. Seccnvdws Tis been identified as a wajor
assectate of the party’s presidential candidate Alhagi
Aalton Abubakar.

Secondus and Wike were very cdose allies even as the
Tacterdanded the eventwal emergence of the former asthe
FDP padlopal chalemon. Both men became estranged
wwhen Wik comm enced the vealization of his presidential
dveamand it became clear that Secondus could not beithe
parey’s headman while the was ak the same time
thﬁsuhw@mmmwmpﬂm

ndeed, it was shocking to the watchess of the Rivers
Seate pulsating polidics how Wike moved i withithe same
vigonr and speed with which be instafled Sevondas to
equwally dethwone him fron his exalved position. Secondus
was Wike's flist caswalty in the battle je the 2003

“Personally, I was shocked and sucprised when | fivst
noticed thar Wike and Sercondas were no bonger on the
same polldeal page both locally heve b Rivers and at the
pational politics. Lasked the guestion: between Wike and
Secandus, whossarfaoh?®

"Did Wilke really brief Secondus of his tntentions? Or
dhid he st get on i file that? Since Secondus koew the
roles Wike played vowands his election as PDP national

chaieman, why didnvhe play accordingly in order 1o
keep sheie political velationship posog and kicking?™,
was how Prince Aamdlton Smart, a Port Huwont
public affairs malyst put it duding a telephone
jnreracting,

Ta pt ik succinetly, Wikt Jabelled Secondns on
enrmyof Rivess State.

“M anybody fights our system we will fight the
pewson bacle Lex me pell you what you don'e
understand about politics. The moment you daim
o be working with s and tomarsowyou shife to our
encmy, we will take every might we have, we will
even leave ourenenyy and fisish you fivst.

“So all of yowwho are going back 1o Abujato hold
meetings with owr encmies inthe stake, lmgoing to
fimi=h you to the last. We removed a Mistfonal Packy
Mﬂfmn who wasnot doing well. All of thers were

"We all agreed, now ¥hey are going to Abuja to
Ivold meetings with the man we removed, dioking
they will use that to fight ws, we will crush then™
Wil soupdad thiswarolng ot the agging off of the
construction of internal roads in Omiagila, Tinverve
Local Covermnent Area of the stake i the covege of
he presantrife.

Secondus did wot allow Wike's outhurst o g
unattended to. He veturned five for fire thowgh im a
subtle manoer. He informed his ectwhile fend
and confidant that only God ran fire. According to
Secondhs, who vesponded theowsh his media aide,
lee Abonwi, "nobody has the right to remain io
power forever. Wike, you cansot crmdh anybhody. T
rannint fiohd anlvndran emsh®.
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Head-to-head, Wike bas got the better part of

Sesondus. This is because, while the latter is now
being addressed a5 ex and former matiooal
chairman of PDF, the former who dhoungh lose his
mmmmmumnnﬂm
steongerand igher.
nmﬂnﬁmﬁm#ﬂmmmmm
atood down Al levels of apposition in

praseieally
Bivers State wis when a Federal Hoose of

Representatives membet, Farah daclared
supportfor Atilon rather than allegiance tobis state

AGrNoL.

Political pundics noted that it meant Dagogo
Trad bost owt'to Wike and 5o pandered vo Atk fox
Fescme oras alast vesoet.

“Dagogo’s parey swith Atk §s a confirmation
thathe haslostte Wike, Otherwise, everypolities is
local. And so, it weas expected thak he onght 1o bave
been his goveraorsden for nowis stwar
of attritfan withAtiko.

"[e signifies that he is either rumning to Atikon to
be vescusd or there s nothing slse helmew hecoukd
da”, Dasvald Bweikie, 2 osewnber of PDP in Rivers
Staterevealed.

Dagoge, you mwst recall, was prosecuted by the =

Bivers State Government wot too long agoe for his
allegedinvolverment incoltismin the state,
Dagego, who represents

orgimiZe a 10
willon-man-march for Atilerand Okowa aconsathe

Sowth-Sowh saves,

The federsl Rawmmaker, speaking though his
media aide, [brahim Latval, inststed that the Miger
Delta region would vote far fhe PP ar a1l levels in
thee 2023 geneval ehections because “this bas been a
uﬂﬁnﬂm@d&dmmmm&l
date and 2023 willnorbean

Ver the facr remams thar thie lize of
victkns of Wike's political machine is veleased,
Dagoge will certalnly make # as he is counted
among those who have last 1o the Rivers State

Obvicesly, among those whe bave suffered
politieal smlsforrone in ehe hands of Wike is the
fermer deputy speaker of the Federal Bouse of

Rt Hon. Anstin Opara, Opara has
been declared persona mon grate by Wike for the

reason that he was not only being sympathetic to
the PDF presidential undﬂ'm ﬁtﬂ'm. e was

eqnally seemdentityimgwith fim
h&haﬁeﬂ.ﬁﬂbpﬂlﬁlﬂm&nﬁﬁpms
Feet by directing PDP members in bis ward sok to
repont or have anydiing oo &0 with i as a Jesder
Wike insisted thar Opara was a sabokewr a0d 25
nnhnnsthutmt:dlﬂw:m Other PDP mewbers
who dispegoeded Wike's directives not to have
anything to do with Mviku were sanceioned in

VaroWs Will's.

StiM connting on tve spods of his victory, Wike
dexing sctivities w celebrave former governer, Ty
Fever Qdfilizs 74 bisthday, held at a new OM
Government Residential Ara. Port Haxcoust,
stated that some paety leaders who had eadier
indicated intevest to fly the PDF ticket but fadled
E&cmm thee gang up agalnse

plotting vy dovafall. They are not happy with the
election thar produwed former State Accowmt
Genexal, Simn Fubava as candidate. On my hast
birthday, 12 midnight, some of cwt elders callsd to
S e

“They sald they came to wishme happy bisthday:
Thien, they owe i Jerter that §hould eun
for president. All of them induding Dr. Abiye

e Ign

tSekibo) signed the document. [ say okay, you penple bon
shoul go and glve me somoone who will be governor

"Theyallsat dhere, looking left and right. Tasked them,
Wose ol you whe are inkecested 10 be goveroor should
rafse your hamds. Everyhody radved hand. One peyrson
didn'c exise bas hand, Sen Bard Mpigi. | ashed why he was
wiotinteresked, be replied, Siv. let me hold what God lsas
owven e Jdog'ewaneeolose thetwo.”

The polnt that most be made clear s that no matter
Tiow yom love or Toathe Wike, he at least, uses the frasne
woelt of constitutionality aod constitotionalism io his

cheguered fight against his political enemies, real or

waginary.

"1 thvinik wemest credit Wike for always esaploying the
wmsbrament of legal applications n fighting Ml his
polltieal battles. In all bis disputes politically, Wike

goes to court and we i fiex thai’,
Dikachi Onyendi, a taxi driver i Port Harcomt, observed.

Frobably, the above accoumted for the reason the chief
of staff ta the gavernor, Chief Bmelka Woke, informed
journalists thae “but for Wike's benevolence, Ipwe would
have giowe intopolitical extinction”

Hon Chiyere Igwe, a memhr of Howse of
Representatives is facing prosacwtion over his alleged
sivelvemient in sale of Mepally refined potrolenin
Wﬂmmhdmmmﬂ

allegedly selling of illegally vetined potrollenm
peoducts inlwspetiol station,

But Igwenoted thatbe was belng persecatedin view of
his political disagreements with the Bivas Stawe
governor, Honwever, Woke, described Ipwe's defesweas a

“sexions blackmail 1o ﬂn governor, Rivers Suaie

lgwe  calking abont
wgratitude. & man thak has been cetived politically. This
¥ the man vwho speat only one teum in the House of
Representatives and came back home, The immediate
past governos of Rivers Seate, Rotimi Amaechi, chased
himout of Port Haveowrtand be van te Abnja.

"He even contested on the platform of ACH then, and
Tost. When we had mohilised G and had
back and those of them whom he said ke #s speaking for
now. Nane of thistn were foundaton members oFGHL

“His Excellency, the I:Emﬂadbu,mst
a5 a cenmnissionet and then o the Matfonal Assembly,
eV though he didn’'t Wit the primary. Sod today, he is
fallangabone ingratingde”

Basides Flow PDP members who Wike sees as
appocents and whobelias on paper; conshied, at bease, Foc

PROFILE

now, there are other Rivers politiciansthe govemor
has battled to standstill. This list inchwdes largely
maombexs of the APC. Asiis, the APCpolRiciansin
Riverswege the first he wenr voahe rrenches widh.

His first pott of call was at che dweshold of
former governot, Rr. Hon, Rofinsi Amaechi. The
mare fack that Wike never allowed Amaschi w
prodece bis suecessorwas ashatteringblow. Evenin
2014, the APC in Rivers State mever had amy
candidateinaoy of the dlections held in the state.

At the moment, both the APC and the PDP are
st ln conyt over sults and counter sules pertalning
tothe 26023 general elections regarding both pacties”
candidates. Acoordiag an account; “The PDP in July
filed a suie before a Bederal Bigh Court to seel the

ition of APC candidates for dhe Navonal
Asserably elaction by INBC becanse the elsetoral

ummpire did nov mvoniror the prinsaries, ansong other

“Iev one of the swits filed by the APC, macked,
CHC/PR/CS/162/2022, the party prayed a Federal
High Court n Pore Havcourt o disqualify the
governorship candidate of the PDE Siminialayi
Fobara froms sontesting the elecdon over
that his paciy exved on some provisions of
Electoml Act.

“la the second sait, with nomber
PFHC/PH/CS/163/2022, the APC & sesking the

of thecont 1o alk 32 caindidaves of
ithe P for the State Assembly electiony for same
reasons, The reasons ave that the PDP delaged in
forwankg the vegster conkaming the names of
thelr candidares o the Hational
wmm within thirtydays as sequired

The APC also alleged that the paxty did aot
propedy slgn the letter eoncafning the nomes of the
qndllli:m before forwarding it to the electoral
%mmm&mwrﬂ:mph
hasbeen ardaggees drawn with Aciku fox the vefusal
of thve PDF presidenitial candidate te pick hiw as his
omning mate for the 2013 election. Atllm had
picked Delta State governor, Senator Teanyi Okowa
amil Wille sald hewas

As if he were xight in his ﬂaims.‘i‘?ﬂmtshim
supported by governors Sam Grtom of Beoue State,
Seyi Makinde of Oyo State, Okezie Ikpeazu. of Abia
Seaes, [eanyi Ugwnampi of Bougo Seats; pary
elders, snch as Donald Doke, Ayo Fayose, and a
former minister For Information, Prof. Jerry Gana
areallin with Wike. Con he, therefore, re-
enact attha iatianal level his political daminancs ot
in hivlocal Rivers State?

Avstin Akaonve, a sommaitabor on national
Jaswes said: “Wike #= imporesot tn PDP just az the
paxty is also inportant eo fim. | arge him to have a
yailink, He has showed capadlty and capability. He

hﬂ?rwd

mﬂmmmwmmm
him. Tknow why heis He befieves these
who oughrtobave been with bim stabbed him. That
iz politics. He showld not becawse of i destroy the
househebuili.

I do not think Wike will cide oves POP because
the party towsnally suprems. He should come down
frombis high horse”k

However, Angela Oblonye stated that Atlku and
PDE mose wark to heing back Wike o #ully o
would be 1o close-to-call bence even 1000 votes
maties so much, She appealed that Wike's Rivers
Seyeswith arlessrchres million vorsrsis very keyin
beignosed ox thrown outjwst likethar.

e
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News [19

Professionalise procurement te curb corruption, CIPSMN tells FG

s Clewrtersd Dnstitate of
Furchasing and Supply
Eanaresane of [apaiis

IPSMN) s wiged whe Fededal
Government, esperiilly the Head
af Segvice [HOSH, 10
gﬂ«}ﬁrsimumé pETCETEnERE

chions i <ivel serdioe te ontb
CORTEpkiem

The WHorth Cemewal
Coordinabor of the institute, My
Abded Basnnany, 22dd this at ¢he
2022 Grewp B Induction
Ceremony of mew members in
Abwiaover theweekend.

Mamman said that
prodessionalh prenei el
il ke people opemed o the
uagaries and o xitios of
proviesen sl npderstarnd dhe
pichiicalities ated a2 sk when
chiallenged, shey ssould be able to
offer services effectively @ line

] ey
|

b

uiihﬁuermﬁmalxp:auicef.
Tn Bigeria foday thewe awe
people who are doing His
parkioular job by way of “man
kmow-man”™ & #'iml never
understand the fwadamentals of
dhgniky Hivolved than caries the
'wl‘ivizgiﬁmmﬂ.

“fired, there have been several
calls that WremveTit activities
i Mirgeria ave areas where nruchof
the cormptactivities aredomse.

“Bur ar &t B, wosr of one
o rbovs Tl e aninasla
e vy adlyin o alfomad ros Ao wolbae
they ave 8o da hor facher Hease
who are flse to get it A oot
quadified,"heaaid.

According bo e, thesthicsof
the peofesseon Ix kaught
divangeied
procuren ent snd 2epply dhain in

R T
o MININTRY
O HEALTTI

i e practice of

Mperia.

TAs 2k ehe Hoe wee wanded £
carey gubthis reforon, we decided
to domesticate the Law as
obtained i ofher counteies awd
ofhwrsphieres,

"Byt the Tirst dhiapler of faat
laww that har &0 de with the
pational counsil =f public

t Traer bpem wivlated: it
Es st been insugevated Bl chis
e,

“Ie ip only the cpreent
adeaniskrationchat neied in JDLT
e EsmAmeeace the conaeily, dhe
eouncll s sup te be a board
te the Bugeau of Fakliz
procwrement (ERF) as ihe BPR in
supponed o baa sooeaariak, _

Pat now d Bas we beaed
Ovaiideing ey dctivikies which
iz indmical to wailising e comtent
of that partiosar b which was

NIGERIA

GOVERNORS'

FORUM

passed in 2007 by the
gavernment of Jue Pessidans
Ulowarn Varadus, e said

Adeeding to kidw, isavesult of
that, what we have today is ot
people bend tobrelieve threce areno
satictions dliat can BE theted ow
themn.

He, thersfore, called on the
goversment to imangurste the
councll v ovessee and take up
thel respective positions as
<nrh in the kev fu ordec fo
intervene in the activities of the
biigeay,

Also., the Begistene/Chief
Excontive Dicer (CEDB of the
fnsfituie, Alhadi Mohammed
i, salledd om gousrvent aral
bewalz wo gond prinviples
A seandardd for praciisnaeny
And public Fiman sl masagament,

Aliyn alse called ow

Sam
=

e—
- —R W 5.
i * .

PHdERecRsipd

ribipy Revilbont Py

L-etonfnlegboyega Opovil of Opun state GoviRotle Adeevedale of Onde stote SoviGodisln Olareld of Ble stale wnd Conwabdulind Sube of Kegursus sate. dusfng dee P

AL e B (101 T3 S B SN TR ] S0l B e e T R

PEBEc stages play te honour ease of doing biz cham

Peesidential Enablmg Business
Environment Coumcil has
uewelled plans to bamour men wd

women who have Relped In the reforms snd
siﬁruﬂ aleliveryaf e of doing bosis: it

COUNET:

PEBEC Secretary amsd Special Adwisor to
the President on Ease of Doing Business,
DrfunvekeCduwole pwho said this at awews
briching in Abuja, said dhar PEBEC would
stage aplay, titled "The Putsie is hexe”, to
celﬁnwtl_lmc

Shee said thae e play, which would come
in twe segments was meant to celebrate
Micto, Small and Medium Bwterprises
IMSMEs) relevant government agencies’
officialy that were htfping in the polities
delivery.

The presidentiol gide said S000 tickels
wouldbe free to watch theplay, which
gﬂﬁl; ddhahin:’ﬂﬂrmbu M%H

WAF cenee a5 part of Independence Day
celabration.

Onduwnle said that the event s weank
w appracists and wake all whe had

mm delivering the mﬁr?:smfar
Ty i in the ease of doing business
interventions, el with thelr Soilies and
Friends,

Aceneding voter, PEREC was lunnchedin
ZHLE, amieh Ivars bewrt Worlding for the Last six
years on enabling environments across the
comnteyenease of deing basiness.

“Mowy, I St skx year pertod, we've done
anumber of seforms for small and medivme
sizedenterprises.

“And, wen and women who have
detivered disse refounre apenone ooy than
air public and civil sesvants across
minieries, dopartments and agencies at oll
avnss and Levels of poversnureny.

“Sii, e b federal agendies, We Work
with state governmencs, and lo<cal
governoents, we also woek with all acms of

mienit, we work with dhe Hatlonal
mﬂﬁlbﬁmidi.shrﬁ“ﬂﬂsaﬂ.

She said that the had
with all arows and levels of Nt b
achieve ¥t owandate of eame of doing
businessin the comatey.

ﬂunldlhnthumtﬂugdﬂmﬂed
w celebrate the ¢ ion to mark the
Indepandent Day thy conld velax
withihelefamilies and irlends.

“And the veason wigrwe've doing thie s
thak we feel it’s tmportant to celebrate the
men and women who lave delivered the
weborms that we've been.able So accomplich
@ far, In the ease of doing business
it rveniiom.

"We alsp wani o celebrate pur
Indefatigable entreprensurs, the mkro
small and, mediog sized emerprises whe
have been working ticdessly to malee a
biving and odge dwir hiving theough
eitgeprencorship ackoss the country” she
yaid,

Secordingroher, ashorcer version of the
PEREC play waspremuieved List Decembrer at
ks Sth annbversary and it was very well
received by the audience.

“Buitwe St i was taat bo reda the

vy o do 1o make the play poblicy

government to dmplement
peoctirement pldefines te sosnce
compliance with the Public
Procorersent Act 2007 to ensnee
i m B ey in bidding
PECEESEES 0L coRtras,

W anedvhiar Bhore was nead 5o
domesiicara and agply the
peinciples of procorement in e
aystem for geabity and
arconniabiliey.

We're committed
to amplifying

talents from
Nigeria - Spotify

n online music dtreaming
platform, Spotify, bas said
it i# committed to

amplifying talents and conient
ereators from Migeria.

Spotify’s Head of Mudic, Sub
Saharan Africa,
PhiohaOkumu,disclosed this
when Sporify hosted celebrities,
medla, influencers and fans to
citlebrate "lLagon’ status ad a clty of
ciultur=shifters, inpovators, and
tasternakerin Lages State”,

Olourriny sald in & staremant
that Spotify would continue to
provide viable platforms for local
artistes and creator in the andio
space to showcase their creativity

She noted that Spotify was
impressed with the success of
Nigerian music based on the
platform’s recent finding,

She said this revealed that
Burna Boy, Anake, Davide, Drake
and Wizhid were the five top most
streamoed artistes by the Gen £
community tn Nigeria

*We are so proud to be
connected with the Nigerian Gen
2 community and we remain
committed to amplifying the
talenit coming out of Nigerla by
providing a platform for local
artintes and creators in the audio
space to showecase thelr
crealivity.

“Lages I becoming & global
tazstemaker city and a peneration
of artisies, powered by online
streatning, have gt it to this
point.

“Thanks in large part to music,
the world's been glven a taste of
Nigeria, moreso, African creators
are giving rise to globalisation of
cutlture thronugh thedr worls and we
ire 30 excited to be part aof this
BUCCEAR SlOry

“As Lapor s Increaningly
attaining a global tastemalker cliy
status with ereatives who are
driving trends in pop culture and
muslc, spotily is proud to
celebrate both this city thay has

ccemented itself az a gluhq:l

powerhouse and the young
tastemalkers who are setting the
agenda,” she said.

According to her, the Spotify
RADAR booth featured the six
RADAR Africa artistes who
recently joined the Spotify
RADAR programmie; BNXN
{formerly known as
Bulju) Victony, Ayra Starr, Black
Sheriff, Burulkdyn Boys and AN
Gogo,
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Dr. Alex Otti, a renowned economist and former bank CEO has argued that

the state of Nigeria's economy does not come as a surprise to anyone who
has followed the country's economic trajectory. According to him, it was
always obvious that the country would go broke if certain things were not
done. Dr. Otti, who is the governorship candidate of the Labour Party in
Abia State, bares his mind on the economy and country's politics in this
interview with a team of Business Hallmark Editors.

Excerpts:

Recently, the senate threatened Buhari with

impeschiment. What is your reading of the
CIMOoveLe chhe nt?

dun'c_lhinkm‘ﬂ the-mhur ixowm the

Limehee Sisformwsion | hawepbelund froumn fie medis, {

think the Semase wants tu prcde presidentundor
pressuge to sct and sct swiftly on the issue of
nsemrity And [ vhinlt B hak potten &0 sndh 2 Teved
that absuhinedy novdhwee it sale, i Bole Hacom and
handies can bovadh a8tacks in Abia, then amvhere
can be said to be safe. The president’s conwoy was
attacked a fewrsoecks ago.

Soitaalls fov abrenkione. [ Beliove thakthe seeurivy
forces aee not doing enongh, and that's why the
Senurte izl ntervening. [ think their intsrventioniz in
order. ) hope the presideney, wok just the presidest,
wakes up and beping o daal with vhe izme of
n sy irr v b mm,ﬁﬁm-:ﬁ: than shoy are doing
prespraly.

Alsé recendly, he finance minisfer said that
Nigeria is virdually broke becamse our revenwe
doesa’™ cover debt service, and mexe year,
subgidyis godng to be about N7tem. What are we
motdoing rk

Bl vyt e quasstion 2hiowlil e, what ave we doing
gl L novsuwe welse are doing anything cighe., We
have warned in the past dhat wish the way the
weon oy i runming, we will soon beeome broke, and
harerwa ave. 1w very sure dhaeicdidn vale anyvbosly
by cueprise. When wou are exporting vietnally
naothing ot her than oil, and of your guota of over 2m
bareely per day, vou am only anesring ie habl way, ic's a
problem. The Rase nnmbars shaw rhat were only
expoaring abiourl, 2mbaviels perday,

S, the nabural thing is for the exchange rate to
bieadl merth, and tirat is what we have seen inrecent
times. So, #you brouglt in a milion dollacs wmonth
apeandthe exchange rate was say, NS0, but today it
is abeut TT0G, yon see that you have lost N200m,
just velihin one month. 5o, weneed bo hik Hee veset
buthon. We need w0 begin to think of what we tan
pracducetecyport.

by presidential candidate, Mr. Pater Obi talled
abour prodiciien Fepste pnppticn, bes Tioen
speatdugabout it H you'se a conmmes snd you dowlt
!'-]:ml'l.lnh -‘H'T'dﬂll!!. s 1l|,|1'F A matey of time befppe
voent Bk thie hodvom. We also serwn bo be stuck with o
stihsidy 1 had srghed that it is befter Ta sUhsidise
prodmction than cowstmption. Whew you're
subsidising PMS, you are acim subsidising
consusnpiion. We've spoken extensivelysbout 3.

Theentive sconomy neads tobe peselifwewant to
make progress. Az arche end of dee Eivsequasses, 160
percend of oar revenie went §o debt sarvice Sa, you
bowrow money 1o service pusting deln, So, dhe
eountry is beole,

How bad cam it get, [ mean, the naivs free
fall? Agaim, how do you remove subsidy and
manage the fallout?

Elowr bad e ger? Ir can gerwape: it can scrually

ger woirsw. Don's Let me begin to sy, Ok, we may kit
BELAEE op we may hit HZAN0; e’y mot whist is
importans, what & important is that we need to do
things that will stop it Once supply is sk and

demand desany g0 down, the theoy of svononsics
ellzyoum thai the peicewill shootup, it's ademand and
supply thing. And the mvore your caceency weakens,
the more your foseipn investars get jitkery about your
SCOWORY

Fve givem an imstano . Assuming vou beougli in
£ milhion and you change w to NS00 million wday,
s tramarnow you go to take T hack, and you have o
epend PITH0 million vo gad your £ 1 willion, frows that
poivit of wiew, o, il lwd sme thar youe foveign
invesfigent. buth fovefm divecr nvestiaeng sod
fmipmrﬂf%mwmmﬂsﬂmm o b wealr.
Amd rhat s also putting pressucs on supply

Meammvhile, pon ave still acting the way yom, are
acking a5 if everyihing was fine. These bos net been
any reduction in demand for foreign currency, even
whien the sopply hasvedced. So, itwonld continne ko
geopuntilsomething deastic happens.

First of all, theve is need for seorientation, but
snore portawdly, economy is dbowt rativoality. Hit's
notralional, it's not raticnal. Youw can preach, you <an
do whakever vou want, but when the condstfons ave
nottrere for preduction fo happen, ibwon"thappen

Fuvirs iolkimg with somveone yesteeday § said, if you
book avound here, maybe the onky thing that is made
in Migeria is probalbly the teoth prck. But when we
grabbed i, we discoveved that even the toot pick was
mnade in China. Ard whatis #herationale, itls because
af the costof praduction in Migeria, andthat cost will
inclade that you are genealing your own power; you

are bwying four wheel vehicles to go Hwouph bad |
poads. Youace spending so much money oo secuse the |

facilitiesandpeople thatwork for yon.
Wihen pou pue all those ss gart of your cost of

production, sonmebedy is waiting i the wings % bring |

ir froms China. and the linding cost of the Chinese
prodwct 15 Jower ehan the production cost i Nigeda.

Peaplewill go o Chioa, Afcer all, all they want is toash |

there was a reason |l came

outin 2015; there was a need
| was trying to meet: the need
to serve the people, the need

to rescue the people from
poor leadership.

Unfortunately, those needs

have not been met. If

anything, it has even gotten

worse.

pick. So, it's an mtegrated web. You cant deal with
onewithout dealing with the ofher, and that iswhy it
is inwporkant teat & we appooach snother dlection
year, thatweare careflwith threcholseswemake.

How do youmanage subsidy?

B, if's & chicken and egg situation... So, i '
correct, apon said, that vee've going ko spend ahowt
NTtrn e subsidy premt yesr, what can that money do
in fhies poonomy? B can do awlhale lot, bs B betterto
use it o sobsidize PMS ovis ithelteriowseii o build
infrastonctiure? o, it a chivice thiak vee biave 0 make.
Of course, whenyou cemove subsidy, priceswould go

Burit"s usformaate that weretallang sbauk anly
peirol. Hew about oFher things? How absot watee?
How abont ¥iee? Everything has gone up, I you'se
acraally stuck on ivel subsidy, then youalsa have w0
sabsidize food thar peaple eac. Bur the torees of
demand and supply will evemually kad o an
equiliboiom a some polat. Infervenifon may help,
how [ eivink thas he ineerwacon 12 make Inpaseant
b ST |_uh:l:‘-l|l‘q-l'*ril: e L 1_11‘1- At
thove e wove imperiant dhan subsidizing what
[peopls AnecensIming

recently changed from public &o
commercial entity. Po you think that the
chage would make & moré efficient and
&r et

Well, it is still eonly doys. In puinciple, yes, it
should make it moze efficient; more transparent,
more acesndable - talen ot of the control of the
gevernment, in grindple. Botin ]i’l-ur cer, NINPC #s

still owned by the government, [ think the winistry .

of finance and Ehe ministry of petrolewm. That
doesntchange ampthing, awd i you ask me, thak
wouldbe Hecmoving semethingfrom yowr right
pockeite your befl posket, ifs stifwith you

Enk I expect that it wonld change so that
privare investors and privare ownership would
be ancouraged. fris the privats sactor thar will
aslke tha hard quosrtons awd ensuma thar rh vight
things are done. But if's a swep In the vighe
direction: we've hoen advocating for li. Whai
B Ieors Bappaoingg is daformnins lesanse o
i e ik everyavhetrhviog: Ialile: agricaloogal
puaste rs, #"s like solid minecals and others

There's avdlyan ol them thatisowned 10D
percent by the government. So, you see ol
dempanies Al over e place Being privately
hrefdl. The Navtonal Petraleum Company should
actwally begim to operake lilke a commescial
business, juse ke others. We are walting wo see
that dhay 20 the whinle g, I that Kappens. |
can ooy tellyon that yes, the expectations feons
the pulilicwlbe wuach hipher

The CBN recently increased the MPR
rate, first from 19.5 percent to 13 pereent
in erder go curbinflation, but inflation got
angry, Now, they have incveased it to 14
peréent; de You thinl that it's the vight
thitig to- de-at this time™

Thi intevest wake play Is 1 very inferesting
o When you have an somomy et B
bedevilled by inflation, yeu need to manipulate
vous trterest tabe to deal with that isBlation. ¥
vout mflablonls I0percentand inberest cate s T

peacent, whak will happen i3 chay inftacion will keep
poing o becanse iemcans shat the incentive toe save
will not be tece, Become i 1'm saving N160, in one
yoar, dine WO wall Jive fne 17, 8t 7 Percaine sndesst
ke,

But ir wonld bave been eaten by inflation w10

woent, meaning that if | want to be at eqguilibrim,
the interest cate shovld he B porcent to take care of
thak inflatiow. find if theee is 2 disincentive to saving
by keeping interest sake much below inffation vage,
ihenintlation will not come Jows. That is theoretical
coonomics, and (st is why Contsal Bank is doing what
it s dsien

Bur these are other facets thar camnol be taken
cane off by anterear eate. Bxchangs vave for iaskance,
BOP grow pate, e mployment wars, Thizis worone
aErh basrrimies v he UBIT poveendar. Somatineaymd
bawe 1o alao puc yourself in kia shoes. He dosswic
manudactuner dallar, so les just jugpling too wmang
Ballz i e aly, and oven aconamies bas aot cesabrad
soma of thalssnes.

o the past, we used o say that a growih in GIF
wondd necessitate a livde groswth i emplopment, boe
todey you have inflation, nmemployment and GIW
dechine, Al an the sane Hne, 5o, instead of wivat we
msad to call #fladion, soday yom telk abowt
stagflarion... where noemployment, setession and
Lt e RN el e diTect kb,

8o, 1 nadecesand, when shey ave moving ffeest
rate Up, becalise they akeo Want fo encofigage savings
that would brng down mflaton. Bat becanse of the
external faclors, there are too many things that ase
net withio the control of the CBIT, that’s why they
haveto struggle.

How suecessful ave they likely to be given
that the society is alveady poor andinflation is
Mreadyhigh andpeople ave to gethy?

For the Central Bank, there arealotof thinga thae
e srotwiklvim their conteol, Bukinlation anmi serest
rate, ok least tiey Delieve that they con manage. They
camy e pacching wp. bt they cane dim % be
sccessful with chieigs dhat are wou wder Bhei
CaEEal.

Fhe pary primaries have come and gone, bat
geeple ave still angry. The contreversies it

are still there, Where did we get it
wrong?

Well, the firstthingis intemnab dewoeracy. Alotof
people whe lead cur polilical parties these dayslieap
woFiRE Fromn one Impanicy o snorher. And any tma
you dow'c bet peogle expeess theie opinions, #'s a
problem. There is a seping that when yon.drive people
From ke Aren whee opunions v expressad, eheyave
anly goand cofonvarpa o ool Lierwhers rovolugions
ape baemn,

So, when people ace wok given the opgsor temitky ko
vl Choices, shiat you end e dosag is that yon aee
building an imsvrrection im the vrganisation. Some
gariies set out and decided that They ave not in any
moad B0 oxganize free and fan primaries. Some of
them allocaled positions 40 some favoured people.
And thiat 5 whiy vou haveall soss of anger, protesss,
cowrt vases bl over Hre plce. Anpwhere thar the
Process was transpanent, freeamd v, I'm not too suse
thakpeople conplamned.

hafprtwpaddy, wele o o simalion whege you
counot have indepensdent cindidecy So, you cononly
stand for an election om the platform of a party And
orcePhM ma T diffionls or oen impaossihile for some
prople te pasticipete, then To hove already deoten
them oot andthey wosld resort topretests, and some
would go to the extreme of werking against the party.

Lo, that' swere we ot iowrong, Fendamenkally, it
iz mot being iw the moad s organize Jemoeeasic
grimarics. So, anpehens theie was 3 Jemoceasic
pr'rary, peogle didn reomplain,’

You're running for governor in Abia again
after two previous attempis, One would think
that having tried this well snd iv would appear

—

thas she forcesinAbiaaetoo i you could have just
decided te throw in the towel. But why are you still
inststing, especially comsideving the encrmous
challenges?

Very inpepeating question, sud sometimes | sconally <
oy apd sk mpsell wly sm 1 doing fhis. Bot thege wasa
remsem | came out in XM 8; there was a need 1 was brping o
et dye voed, 0o seyve the l“-"ﬂ'l!'!l!_. the nend to rescoe the
peeple from peor Teadorslip. Iwammﬂdy, those nends have
0ot been miet If anything, ithasever gotten worse,

S, i the exvent that that aspieation has notbesnmar, [
will keep pushing. I somebody ofre had wet the aspisation, |
wonldn's bother, bacansa it not dbout mes, is about Wy
people. Hyou Jook at Abka soday, more than halfof the peaple
who-ave looking Evejobs actively cannarimd waade, The level of
anenaplogiaent i the coumey on the averags i Abour 333
perrant, wWhich i very bigh. But in Abia wdag, it iz 51 peent,
abave rhenarianal awenage

Amd therearedew stalies ke Benue and Osun stadies that are
11 pescent and 12 percent. Fin suse tiose people are wol
dleeping. bn economnds, you asswme that full employment is
asoan 3 60 5 percent, S0 amykitae yows wiemployreens figure
begin b g Sowards Saird 9, just Iike in the U5 woday where [
thandcik's about Ipercent, you see what the Fed isdoing, just te
e thak jobs are created.

Se, | will continne, and, of conyse, [lnowe dhar | will ger i
ihis e, {wondn 2015, bat it was stolew, the same fiong o
2018, But st the smendment in the electoral act, T have no
sl klyat wokes il comut this time. A i yon follonmed vhat
h-arrE«*:h*ilquJ:ﬁ.ti and (sup, there is wpe for chiscosmtey, And
by the weay, o drispory, these sre 2 Lot of panple that toed twdse
@ it ot The thied time, ncheding ovneorentpresidont.

‘ﬁukcn:duth:dﬁnmﬁug,u h gives us
vonfidence. But the former VP said something about
Your patty, that it wouldibe a mirade for your candidate
to win becanse yon don't have structares. tn Abia State
your parey typifies yow as a person. Are you confident
that yow have the necessary 'structure’ to be able to
mmmﬂumﬁguﬂm?

I'guessithe person yowave tallking of is His Excellency. fitiku
Ababakar, Well, he's becw a Een&iatr of muivacles oo, 5o
miracles do happen, he believes thas Labowr Fariys suceess
in the nextelectronwill be a miracke, thew he shauld expect the
miracledo happen.

The question of struchuge s woe, bir then, what does
stpmctupe wean? Just hinnan betngs. The more people sre
polning vor party, the stronger the stocisre. Let’s wot afie
j{ﬂgcr_'l'hat 8 I!:-t‘-:uflh,r'l.rrup]fo that’ wpe o Eabiotip ape por figsd
pimers dn politics. They howe bowry there, they knoww what
hagpens, l"lu. fre Been part and parcel of those stowciured
parties, inclnding Br. Peter Obi who was the vice presidential
wandidate of POF in 2015, having beenin AFEAand the FDE.

5o, we'va morall greenfoens, The mors the people join, the
stwonger the siruetwes besomes. I'm very somlident thad our
partywill win ehe election in M123, and theconlidence hasalzo
been Booshed by the amendment to the dectoral ave, which
ensees whar canamizzion is done feomupadling waics, becauss
whare slectionsare vigoed izmt ool Intion cantees,

S0, M you have viglant people ot polling units and Wy are
there o ersure that the reselis are transmtbed o the server as
waz downe in Osum, Ehereishope. 6 Tas promised that they
e evén going be prove an what was done in Osun, 56 I'd
advice Alhaji Afikee Abubalear #0hold his e,

You talked about theunemploymentrateimAbia, and
how important it is that jobs are created. How are you

ingto geabout it, especially knowing thaf some of the

sues that cause anemployment; sach as power; are
within the purview of the federal povernment?

I the past. taking us back 10 the pre-independence days,
befove ol was discovered, diflerent regiors that eventually
becanve skates were operating; they were competing, In the
Joutheast for example, it was sgriculbure, The faom
settfesnents were there, and nothing fundamentally has
changed, except Hiat we becamne lazy besamse every month, we
g0, cap-in-hand, to get ver federal allocation and wome and

share .
Expovionce Raa showm i whah Fou gar somsariing free,

voure very wnbbaly w waibee w. So,we shos dowm vivewally
€ontipued op a2
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Nigeria must produ

Contirmied from page 21
cwpry avhar thing sad aveeyhady srarred
bacldag arfederal sllocarion

Whon you get intd Abia voday, drere B
bardly any industry tha i workiag T
semember growing vp in Abia, in Usuahia
for nstamce, you had Modern Cermntcs
industry and so om. Today, they ase
sorbund, and nobody caces, Thers i amad
callad Facvory Road in Aba, aM the
comganies were there: Phigecian Breweries,
LaverBrathers, Mesde, P2, Baka, Ala Texitle
KR and 20 on Bae soday, none of them
O eated e

So, if all these Sndustrivs are closing
down.and you are not deing anything about
i, it is a pooblem. § won't kid you, the
government fas a rele to play. Sometimes
the gewernment can even set them op and
peivatize them because the private sector is
still very shallow, The government should
set up industcies, snd my government will
alerik,

Por instamce, vannes, The wie madevial
& i Obuiyx 8 Uonahia, 3o you Boild ghe
wdosey rhere. A you £ rowseds
Aenchinfuwm, thees iz as mawh insesroms, 5o,
yom sreata the condiclons and the enabling
envizormmsant for anather Obajana to be sat
wp I Abla State itis Ilimﬂbls. Buerything
wou requireia Abia can be prodaced indbia
You myeme fyoan thope.

When you talk about the texedes, vhe
shirtg and vhe shoes that we wear, We havea
Lieges munmberofpeoplemaking these wears
in Aviaria Maskee Ar » bamker, we
commiddinrd i progect hiee and a3 ae dhae
gime, about 55,800 shoewmalers weere in
Ariaria Madet, They just weed pavecnment
suppor®, and whas you've dodng thak, pou
also improve yoane chaness of sensrating
CEVEne,

o, yes, power isa prebleny, but Aba s on
dhie verge pﬁ-ﬂrlng s power problem with
the Goometele Bower Somchow. God told
wie to support Bhewr when ¥ was o she
banking industry, botiliey got entangled in
a teade dispute. Fortuitately, that has been
vesolved., T ko made my little imput o
sesolbving the preblem. So. once Aba gets
carvesd oot as an thmd ad Geometiric
suweitchies an, Alka is sure to werelve Z4-hour
pawer supply. and that alone will change the
dynasnics

Thie ctber cupe tat is so oritieal By voad
dufrascpncmge. o the dckicia Mader char [
tallied abour. now dhar rhe ralny seasen ¥
bk, iris ﬁml'!;lfimpw:_nh]ﬁ ks ot yodket
scirne fado that moad. To selve the Boodiog
peeblem that yon have there, you do
mrbergronnd channeling Youw chanmel
everything inte the [;a-r-ﬁ- they call
Watersidedn Oghior Bl

Anyrinie pou budd a road withour ealing
cake of the deaivwade that road wauld be
suscepiibleco damage. And then, vou dlean
wgrihe place, The Aba people, they mstaeed
ACERRH AGERE 60 FURRE, A0S TO 2RO0E1,
aha eeekar aivd all Gar. They dow't agad
s From paverniment. Onee you 4o that,
theywilkpay you.

‘This Aba isswe has been there from
the time of Orji Uzor Kalu, | remember
that there was a time they did a survey
and discovered that about 408 houses
would be demolished to able to create
chanmels and drainages. Why has
nobedybeenabletsdeo that?

Unformately, [ can’ tell yon why Il
because of that why thar | am coming. [
agyer st it wasn’t dene, soit’s one thing to
-.'..:EI!F ‘I.ﬂut yun wand o dirr, bt ,:r'ﬁ AROT ey
gt do 3. The fiest hing s for yon e
even Understand what the preblom is, and

e
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once yun imdecstand the peobem, then yon
ale ol Wk way ta solving the problam, i
Fourwaptto

Baik thére is oo political will wo solve fie
pEablen. 1§ hondes avée standing on
chranmels, they need #o be remaved. Bat 1
krwae Ehat you can actoally $o ondergicound
innnelingsuch thot yowsvor't nead ba touch
hauses if its malt necessary. And [know ahat
there are soime pares ol Aba tharpaagple were
just bulding anyhowe So, i 2 howse i
stanaling on o desimape, it nesds 1o be
vemoved. So, in Ml dee answer i thal phey
didn'edo i, and wanr toeomesnd da it

Youir presidential candidate has
baen talking Abouit production. But the
question is, how can production take
place with this kind of insecurity that
we have?

Like [ said, the economy is integrated
Insecurity is one problem that you must
solye, Now, there are swo angles
insacucity. The ana cauwsad by
awemployment, poverty aad hunger, and
the one cansed by coiminals, Bt you 5o,
#odlay you can’e Slleccntiae. The wuth i
that o lot of people who ave nvolved in
evimnisality Soday fed) that they dow’t brave
ARDPIIGH,

Awd whes yeu engage some of them,
ihey will tell you, well. unfoviunately, were

hasrsgey, ol thee fveo options opew to ns S
vemyin hnugey and hnwger will kill os or o
join gangs, possibly sacesed and feed will
The WousT ease scemago Is hat o join the
EARE, you don't success and you pet killed.
They will il you thar all die aadie. Sa, ve
must solve thot problem. We mwust
differentiate hetwesn cironmstantial
criminals and born criminals.

i eonrse, vou feo Yhae Yhe Bevel of
fsauiiey &5 InpRAEE AR poversy aid
uneemplayment i mcecasing, M you don'e
salve Heat peoblens, i woukl Be & vicious
ek W neadl i Beeak . Bomd W oo
bBuile 8 4 dap bur poen peed L SEEe

once Aba gets carved out
as an island and
Geometric switches on,
Aba is sure to receive 24-
hour power supply, and
that alone will change the
dynamics

ce for export to save Naira — Alex Ott/

Saweitidt

ff it’s agricultare, as seom as you have
policies that will emcourage people te go
brack to the farms, you wﬂ]iusrﬂhal o
arereducing the bevel of unerployarentand
poverty. 5o, you are solving the problem of
Hccurity by solvimg Hwe problem of
useconployment. Bud it mot somethiog B
you just wave your hand and it will hapgon,
bert vt swant to sev thak you are going m the
right direction. And for sometinie wowm
we'venot gone inthat divection. We need 1o
take it bolily a5 a poficy That's what my
presidential candidate rriallong about.

People who are even T0 are leaving
the country. How do you give people
hopeabout the conntry?

el sme thing | can el thew is to stay
and vous Rorbaver-Opi.

Yes, at this peiat, wehave to malke a
cholce, butarewe ready for that cheice”

That's the point. 1 belfeve that we are. A
lot of pevgle have vegistened fo vofe. Jts
seally h b0 stop aman Hrat has decided
o relocate, and unforiwiately soae of our
best are the ones that are leaving. Bwt this is
a sountry #hat ¥s potentially great. We just
have to geta few things vight, and once we
geb that, ¥ thiek the economy will stast
moving intheright dérection.

it's nor goiog & be easy, ¥t may fake
yeurs, bae for noe pergonally, 1 eant ks
Frope. T horbierwe that: Fyo, o thuast sitasgsn voone |
crpcanfribnge romake tines berrey

€ut Bosking at the sitmation in
Nigeria, and the Peter Obi candidacy, is
there a seise Tnwhich you foed thav the
country's problems may overwhelm
him if he becomes president? Look at
imsecurityforinstance?

The troth abowt it is thet ifs wot
everylsody that ks cut to Face challenges. So,
if you don’t have the vigion, you dom's have
it A lokr of peaple Bl wden they come inke
leadership because they are not prepared
Aind how do you Enow shose who jes
prepared for leadership? Go bacl atvd. éleeck
ehveir beaek mecosl, Wi have ahey done ia
the past, how well dix they de thome fhings.
DWice Todl <0 Paselvs shos quesions, 1hea
yan.catsflecide whether this iz the direction
T take

Peter Obi, particolacly, had been
governor of Anamdbea for clght years. and
whrenrvoucheckbis revords, vou will see that
hewias o very successful governor. As ot the
tire lie took office, Sheadministcation that
fanded over to him wis owing severad
mondls of salarfes and pension. The first
iz be didl was o dear ik, And at a bewe
when everybody was borrowing, he
managed resoarses very well such that by
the time he was hamding over, bie handed
03T SoRRLE hmoney

Uoa mcl sime that [re seen oty odher
pwernor in whis oounrey boad over dhat
mich ey [Vs e same stade thatsome

pople have incopred debt sud have wot
S0, the differencs Barorsen o Parson

and the other B awmally preparedness.
Wihen pos dee pispaied, dad o0 hats the
wisson, and you vaderstand what you have
i dlos, amdl your have the willingness todo i,
that i Bet i yon.ace nok prepared and you
are woliew up from sleep o come and
govern, of aurse, people waking vou up
Frormn Seep e whae they wane o aoiievs
by ensecing thai you are & POVSCROT OF X
pr@nrdﬁnr_

i beleve chat Te fraz what it fakes, be
urederstasids the problewe and be can deal
with the problems sigiven the opportunicy,
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Citi Bank To Close Russian Branches

poctiolios™ ko seduce its | withdrawal of all commuercial .

bnﬁ.&mum

brmnchta an
consnmer banking
ﬁe eperations in Russia as it |
extes fhe conntrynprotest ot |
thewas in Uksaine,

The move, which offerts |
E300 ﬂ:&mﬂﬂm
followszan exodos oF Western
businessesaver theconfhice

Citi, dhe U8 bank with the
biggesk presence in Russia, |
Lmlﬂﬂhihmdm!mm

vil.

close, Ot weuld conthme o "

support multinational
wstitutional clients in the

country.
“Particuburly those which
ave undecgaing windh.g
down their oWwaoperations #n
theeoumtry,” theysaid.
brsmcben in Bty oot
in expects
the «xit w0 <ost it about
$17T0m (Rl40m) over the
wienk 18 months,
u;gli have explored
mﬁtmw
gell thiese hnsinesses overthe

Ty doar thar the wind-
down parh mskey the Dose
sénse given the wmany

complicating factors in che
m—
The bank said that as pact

of the withulrawal, which will. |

hgl'niﬂhvumﬁqmlﬂlm
it will contiome to

e
EJSS‘ consones banking

B

l},‘-. ]
N A

sales of “certain | hranches, bat ¢

Ar end of Jume, Citis
remaming «

4€7.1bu),

to Russia.
K¢ to |

| banking spevations after the

l]hrmm
iuhumnﬂ-.aanﬂm ]
.Runuﬂmdul&dh'hﬂmuﬂmmm :

| cither for moral wedsons o
Thbaukummllhumu Wesieirn sancHions

close wany of ta penadll |

ded the |

?np:iml‘mntwm have made it impossible to

Starbucks, Amizan,

planz to Inclnde the ' McDomalds ond A.;_:n:ln are -

r

k]

o .

w of the names to have

In Febyuaxy, the US
hanned American peaple and
Dusinesses foom trusactiog
with Bassia®s m:::;l bank,
finance maisary wealrh
Fondl.

Russia’s centval hank said
the mave would affect
customers’ deposit accounts,
inversizments, loans auvd cpodit
and debir cards BBC

EREO I [dazz, Anicraialser e arlosn Comwmumicating: Tawmw, Wsnarend Ui Onaaz Tdag Hadaskon 14 ke

several months,” TS

exerutive Tl Colesald.

Lﬂmmmﬂmﬁwmim
Whthanrimats g g |

Pacwyin cebebrbion o8N R

Shell resumes construction of gas project in Imo

t Shell Petyoleum
F
manﬂmumdhﬂﬂ
site of the mwulti-billion nalva
Assa Noeth/Ohaji Sowth Gas
Development Froject in
Ohall/Bgbema Coumell of lmeo

The development comes
90 JOMS comstruction work
tuf-ﬁ on the sfte was put on

Bob Buss, the General

Manager (Security} of SPDC,
Yeading other offichalz of the
company, this of
Thuesday iz official
visH 4o fhe Commissioner for
Howmeland Secority and
Vigilance Affairs, Dw
Okechakwa in Owerri,

The had, in 2019,
pecformed the ground-

breaking of the project with a

| persons i the :nah!ﬂlpecml
anlk wambers, among obbwes
mwholesome

disturbavices by
thve bocals.

Az a resulf of onhald
mmmmm

apd
2612 sub- contracting chanees,
valwed at NL.6 n were
affected, ac g e eadler
AdiscTossve made o bythe
Head, Relations and
Dhivector of SFINC, Tgo Weli, some

Troops intercept N3.7bn stolen

fournalists on the sorvites of
tha hoops hebween Angust 11 |

m?lfia:idd :I;ai eight

petrodenm product
recovered from Hhe sospecks, |
he said, “25,977.15 bacrel of |
crude ofl; 3,236,130 bires of |
fatommotive Gas Of; 26576 |
litres of Premium Moder
Spiic, and 2,080 keres of Bual |
Furpose Kerosane were |
troops |
- Guards Brigade raided some
| gugpected tervorizes’
- hideowtyat Deldet

The Defewce Headquarters
Opeetions Dekn Safe, Ontogis
Grip and Dakac Da Barawo,
invlepenpded, pedrelounn prodects
warth N3, 708, 25333000 from

ol thieves in the Niger
According to the I
Guards Brigade vaided e
terporisks” Bideouts at Deided
Abattoir in the Abuja Mumicipal

=lm¢m’land5ndmgahh
| Avsa Counctl m the Pedderal

ritory.

Ihrecior of Defence
| Media Opecations, Majox
| Gemeral Muss Dooomadami,

disclosed these whils hﬁ&u

i

weehs ago, while briefing

jumﬁd&fmtmﬂ.ﬁhn. ;
- thiae chay

Buss told the
Commissioner that the |
company meeded to be |
reassured by the stake |
government with security |
plas for the sonserwetion and |

othey workers to work |

'm&ummm?

atakes,

vomipany is veady ty paciner |

ﬁmugahmhlmm of The
valume of|

reasvared. Alsa,

. with sate geverrment to

acinalise the goal.

werd in the stawe to

disarss plas on how to
the s assels
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Manufacturers Task CBN On FOREX Allocation

he Hmuf:i:tuuu
AN has called on the
Centeal Banke of Migeria 1CBL)
to allecate move FOREX 4o
nranafacmrers w allow for the

ﬂmmkmﬂmm

Fdo/Delia beanch chairman
of MAN, Dr Okwara Udens),
osrade the clll in Bewin on
Thorsday while adévessing dha
36th Annmal General

Meeting

Udenst observed that e
chvonic doilir shociage was
affecting the manufactueing

Hlﬂw )
mnﬁmmm
the official rates and they meed

ic for dhe importation of o
nraterals,

"

--r“"

—

Ny

LR Hiwlild dmarwnkilir, Anhis

Cﬁu d'Ivoire Termina
{CIYs, Abddjan's second
terminal amd

APM Tenminals joint Vet
tacility, has veceived its fimal

befoce the terminal

ﬂwm

Namely, T Do

emissions dermmal has
weceived 6 Ship-ko-Slewe
cranes amd T v
gunery (RTG) cromes
TN,

The new, fully electric

wwm
inni-ulhnarﬂﬂ# Vessel and &

ed

5 and it
needs the uigent Arvention of
the Federal Government to

ﬁmumm
the geclor to awoid tofal
callapse,” hezald.
Uﬂeﬁmadﬁucﬂt
man sector would
nd;:beabhtumnﬁmm

the cowntry's economie
rowth iF the nunerous

iz somoaik
smoath operations were

&Mmmu

wd«mm!:_ghm

Qsvins
m#nﬂ“
pmdmmw
Tages pocts, amang othecs.

“It is ome o Heat

| these identified challenges he

addressed by the government
o move Ehe couniry feom an
import-dependent to a self-
- sulliciene and experthased

“This can only be wade |
poassible with consissency in
gavermments” p
gmarantes the regwived
enshling <ovivomment sothae

wwandifactiring comspanies
aie able to operate an
TR capacity] e said.
Sdapilazdy, My Mapsax
Ahuud.lhﬁmall‘hﬁdiv:lﬁ'
MAN, uiged theCBN e direct
commevcal banks to peeress

FOREX allocation
applicacions by
wnailc tnvers teanspacently

Ha also colled om the

Federal Gevernment 1o evolve
ve
s Tamsian-Ukeaine war

MEMNg

il the valoe
global swpply

Wﬂﬂﬂmmm

PI]“IIE]'BII':E jnutl

empoweswment through the

Edo Innovation Tub and the

Graduate BEmploymewt

Delea,
Ahoved was represented by

D Klofbje Unuiglisfe, a focmer

Chatrmean o MAN, Bdo/Delta

I'u'lm:mrmin Feud, I{u:?mm
a professor of Economi<s at the
Universily of Benin, urged
manmfacturers §o leverage mnovation
2, o make thelr poodsces
campetidive at the global market.

She chaeged AN to pariner with
vesmarch dnstiutes and academia w
overcotiesome oftheir diallenges.
T'Ih: Anowtal General Meeting 5:

orials ot

enero e po Lassons amd

g manufacturing
sector’” asits thewse. nan

First Bank Sponsors Surgery Of
50 VVF Patients, Empowers 100

spansored the smgay  sapported 100 pationts wich The Executive Directwy, Public

mekdnw‘m Fistla (VVE} patients and g e

of 50 Vesico Visginal

empowerment packages In

Seckoe, FRI, My Abd olbabi Uhrabise, said
b Thlesday in Kano thial e effost Was
paxt off the bank’s activities inthe aveaof
Gy orace Socul Responsioliey €
'i':s part of activities our
iy weelk, icded o
spensor thesvrgery for 5T YVEpatienss.
‘After undergeing surgecy, we will
also empower them to enabile them to
start businesses o suppoct Ehemselves
and Ehveie families.

“We ave ako swpporting additienal.
mﬂﬂ;ﬂumwm
Tsralim said thar Obswerric Biseukals
economic challenges, mduding stigma,
digerere, shandowmentand neglecr.
“Thar is why thes is the need for
yehabilication and geinregiation based,
on paliert’s weeds.
“That is why philanthropisis, well.
'Y fo-do individuals, BGUs, corparate
drframii: Laad Qonsutland Arifatort hinmited and Condlavencs Conwe mw FR Laad, fnachile, Chinese Amando, s peganizations joiw h;.mlp with
mwmwemmﬁﬁmmmm nglh-ﬁl-lirﬂ- bl Fell st Onalte bobdeln Cordrabon on laadvssing government te support the affected
Iﬁfﬁwﬁmsﬁlhﬂﬁ
ANACULIve
of the would be
Cote d’lvoire Terminal Recewes Electnc Cranes ofhe patens wouk e e st
of . €400 million, CIT | dlement we were waiting ¥or kstics services in WMM
will be equipped ‘ﬂm;:ﬂs;g mﬂbﬁﬁh‘rﬂt can skart The E’;:"g‘ vaiee anﬂ*;; . lnﬂh;',l rearks, mt:ﬂml I_h'
cranes, 13 BIG cranas w anduje, capresen ¥y the
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swiitch to electric equipment is Dicostor of Oéte ' Social Zalwa'
in lne with APM Terminals’ m " Locafed Ttnlhe Vinar. -ﬁmhuem?
arnbition to achieve net zero The arrival ithese existing exminal, gesture would
embssions by 2040 and & 20% weachines wanks an | the e terminal will add an Eﬂmmmfﬁ
emission veduction by 2050. impectant step in the additional 1.7 millien TEU ﬂmmmﬁmﬂmmmm
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e | B | e W0r s v
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News |27

Over 200 Nigerians depart for EU posigraduate schelarship programme - Envoy

y Bweopeans Union (E11  each siudent soanld seudy invhee
Ambazsador to Migeem and  connmissounolche 24,
ECOWAS, Ms Sammela g to her, out of the

Jeapi, has said thar over 200 fhree countries the studewss
youag Nigeriwes are Yo depart for  woukl be shudving. two would be
Eusope for tlee Beasnngs Muoddng — iw B conmdiies.

Posegeadnsae Seholwship, “Bach schiolaship swerdee

Sonbassador made this Hﬂl, om sincoessiul completion of

Enowm dering a news conferénce PrOgramme, receivea mm:
keld at the EFa Headguasiers in ﬂapumb&pmlrmdai

Abwia, te anmownce the study
package.
The eowoy added thar the

stident were seloctod besed vn progronvme,
sl by thue 20 opiverition in the A key af ‘the
EWcomnories with no interference  Evasmuas, o char masrers
withi the blec. prograneag Jre of highdaval and
She zasd the BV offered  Gwtegraved mni; a
pr:-etgnﬁue scholaeship ™ the  master lovel, by 2w
owng Migeeians in top  imternatéonal prtnershlp of

ean mmer.sﬁz-s wader = MRS RE
ip educalional progesnnie, T chunilies will vomn for 1 274
l'-usmn months, and will see cach
leapi 204d the programme wid  bemeficiary studying in
Hor owo pears, and it woulkd avall  oefversitios m ot beast three
the stodents opportenity to dtudy  Jiffeens windversities i 48 many
in 30 EU countries, adding that

consortive of Upiversities, i
framewrork of the Eraswmus
Mundus Joknt masters

someries during the duration of

Whha gord Kt

" Ak Beash bwo of Eloe countrics
wiheere eacty stuadent sobl are
B Member States. Many of #hie
s<h olawﬁm awardees have

almﬁy -.-rarh-ﬂ for Buzepe to
nis 4 skeep

fm s ber of

Itgmamﬂntbmeﬁt-am
iitistive lastyear.

“Iealao places N e,
anpng ponweries with tha highest
weirebiar of sudenas selacgad or

s gmgnn; prOgEATMILe, in
2022, Ciﬂiz anly afrae

Balkiztam, shes

mﬂu and women remained a
ey .E:Jea of Rarmmhip bepwesn

) # Il@ﬂ!iﬁ; lﬁl'llg lhi'
the blac would mtmae the
potential by increasing more

adhicvemens, there would ba &
spedial oveny for the asaedess
where they would be imtimaed
abaur thie conntries Bhey wauld be
visibng.

"The beneficiaries were
selected - a rigerous,
highty <ompetitese proceis, and

from varions d<ademaic

disciplines. Oves 730 Migedians
have benefifted from the master
' i 0L,
meber of fams
Teor the scholar b
ol iy fhye Jast By Yo,

elsing from 44 avvanthens in 2005,
95 i 2000; 135 in 2021 te the
reeopd number of over 200

Mvadess in 22
“Brom ninth positien in 2020
anel siceds im Zﬂs.ol?lie conn ey

now has the second biphesk
number of heneficewies .
biavimg behind countreen like
Bangladesh, Brazil, (ndn ond
Mo in the wp beackar of

Managiag Hrecsor/Chiel Baeostive Dificer, Moderm Shelicer, Abdalmabilc bahai (et} and Chied Bxoenvive Offlcer of therare
whe s chidedganone s g sigaing i (nalad, oo budld Migena’sdiese Mk ded hese- in- casasondent ham sing carm mssbny

Hopsimgéroup, Vil Bao drigha’ at

FG, UNIDO to strengthen capacity of manufacturers, MSMEs

hie United Natioms [wdostrial
Development ion CUHEDOY
Hw';lﬁnitwdﬂ col Labonawe with
the verRmant 1o stmogthen
capacity of indigenous mamdsctarers and
Misre, Small and Medium Enderprises
IMSMEs)
Mir Jax] Hamsstein, Chief Technical Advisor
i UEIDCE said thizio ansaterviewin Abujaosn

He zaid that the ke Covermment Had
iwiiared a M ¢ the (N COVIDLS

He I!'ﬂ’li‘l! lnihuln
ﬂwmmﬁlmmdm&lh produce

.iundi.ng mhﬁm& prefece iz
w
wﬂﬁ tuchmteal sssistance of

Osganization (WBO3, Iu.?n:v':ﬁm:l Labouy

(L amongs
Hsnﬂﬂmmmdhwuhh
vontribute te the & resthence of MSMIs
mﬂnmm&tmtafﬁ]ﬂﬂ-ﬂlﬂ

H:muinmdmltmﬂwwwm

ceaation of emplogment, Improve swpply chaing
as well a= transformative soonomle

recoy

H-r:aﬂ windd maintsin acoes o
essential health services thowghsatiesconomi
analytics, pro-active secovery and sociol
protiction asrivitiesn g vilin eeable-granpa,

Ade b i, the éxpaced omcomeis e
S capacity of selecved local FISHEs
mmﬂﬂmﬂﬂmxmzm
businesses, v

The advisor added that this would also
wpgrade Hhe produciion peecesses, adopt
srandanls and pechnical ropulitions 4T selamancy

for tha production of high ~gudicy PPEs awd

thiat. e products wepe tn lneet
Mwhﬂuﬁ:mmm

to him, the preject & fully
selevant to the UM 2004 Ageada for

mmwmﬂ-u
peimadly o the of somme SDIE
ﬁmﬂ:hnﬂn

e fhvane 170 RMSHIE: i
youth, national mm mu
and sonaumars of PO 29 wall a3 healibeaps-
Others are the Standard idrganisation of
Higeia (SON3, Migecron Foblic and Private
Assnciations
Hmd-muﬁ that UNID weosd bastld
il traiavingg o belp the BISMEs formmlaiec and
angplenent concrebs business plans imrelition
o thagpecilic objeciives soboachiousd.

oounrieswith most awasdess,
Phe Exasmnse programnes is
an example of rhe geeat
e v whidh .
and reflecis the Ella sommi i
to widening fhe spare and
immmg qum:tuuiuu or
Yo cians oo arruakioe theic
dimama and their cole N

coniriburing ® rhe davelopasens
of theircenmizy,” she sald.

{ 1 winners
emerge in

Wema Bank
5for5 promo

ema Bank recently
rewarded 77 oustomers
at the five draw of itz

ongoing ALAT 545 promo, which

Took inAbuda.
Ttﬂ- SForS s a
reward j-r:hnmn that seéeks to

appreciate its teeming (new and
existing) customers for banking
with them.

The i currently in its
second season, where the bank is
giving over N30m cut to
CUSTOTETS. 77 CUSTOMETS Were yet
again rewarded in the second
month of ics second seanon,

Tiera customers won Nlm each,
20 custoiners won N100,000 éach,
and 55 customers wais N10,000
earh,

The fust concluded deaw that
was held in Abuja produced
seventy-seven winners who went
homi with different casti rewards.

One of the lecky winners of the
N1,000,000 prize, Mr. Seyi Victor,
said, "This w indeed surprising,
and | am thankful to Wema Bank
for this kind gesture,”

He further expressed gratitude
and amasement at his luck by
saying he &8 grateful to God
because bhe did not expect to win
such an amount of money and was
only fortunate enough to have
been picked among the lucky
winners.

Spealang at the draw, the
Hetail Divisiopnal Head, Wema
Bank, Diotus lebogun, said that
the promo is open o dew and
existing customers.

“All they need to do 1o win is
fund their accounts with at least
“N5,000 and carry out A minimum
of 5 umumw ot either ALAT,
USSD or with their cards, monthly
and maintain & minlmum socount
balance of N5,000 at the end of the
mimnth,” Dotun said,

According to him, “the 5Fors
promo I another way the bank is
putting smiles an the faces of its
customers and changing their lives

henmdnwwilluhﬁnu
in September 2022, and the
will inform customens of the next
lacation'of the moving train
*Wema Bank has &
commendable tradition of
delighting its customers and golng
the extra mile to give them the
best, and this s just ome of our




By OETNNA EZINGWTE

hough wot mecessarly a
pelitical outsider, Mo Pepes
Obd, former Ansmhra State
povecnor had eotesed fhe 2003
prezidentizl contestas sn imderdog.

Op against septoagenarian
pobitical veterans with deep pockets
in the mould of Athaji Atilos
dbabakaz, Miveria's foomer vice
presideny and candMare of the
People's Democratic Party (PDP),
and Bola Tinebae, former governos of
Lagos State and candidate of tln.ﬂa:
Progressives Congwess {APTH,
idea of t!nh;ﬂhm Mi::lhﬁ_a Sate
VL DEIRE s
Ieighest office in a small 'parrli'ﬁﬂu.-
Labsorer wonld ovdinaily sevin il
wrytng oodothe impossible.

But he is provimg dosbers weong
o Migesia's 23 years of intereupted
democracy, has beew shared
betwaen t PP, the wmain
epposition party which lost i in
2015 afver 16 years ac the helow, and
iy pagrentyolisre parry, APC, which
canme hefo L L

Between themw, they shave 35
states and on overwhelming
majority of nationdl and state
assenmbily seats, wiat has come ko be
kiowWn @5 “svucims,” Which
addicion %o parading formidable
political i Timedva aerd Ao
ape theideal favourites.

Bai The last seven yeaes of
bubawunadu Buhael presidency
lhave seen two recessions, spil@ in
uneerployment and inflation cates,
and nagrecedepted insecugity. Mass
disaffection among e p
aboue the prev shwation found

ession in the test
of 2000, the doser the comtry has
evercome bo amass revoludion.

by the eXcesses of the
#nw di Spacial Ant Robbery
Squasl (SARS# vl the Higerian Police
Eotce, a2 umit motoriens for s
ez ality, the peotest soonassmmed a
Me of hs own. Youwths in thele
ahousands in Vaniows sakes warched
in the streers demanding far
veaching weforms. Bui the
was ovenitmally evushed in the
intamous Lekkiwollzave Incident.
to longer in Che streets, the
yvouths took e agitidon w scial
sapdia, where the stoeet protest was
wobilized e the B phee, ©
continge w denmand change; a voeal
mzhteﬁwm the present pohtical
Lid 1

But ke leading parties opfed fox
Asllon. and Tinobu, considered to be
part of the “ewinous eseablishmene,”
abber ary elections that were
basically & cortest. of pockets. The
disBlusionad yomd population

an alternative; a sort of fresh

Eg B
o I Ics Dbinnaezugwupsgmail.com 07030096921

2023: Peter Obi rides youth
rage, threatens establishment

gy

anr, s fomad fhat in Peter Obl, whe, when,

cropeded out of the PO, apled to join Labour

Party and subsequently became ms
u ] ﬁ]

presidential e

*The young ones want to see & cowntoy
witha fetuge" Obi told Revierstait weel. "My
phistolale thecowstry and pive it fo them.

"The sysrem sheyve
opeeated over thepears, it
biws brought us w where
we are.. What is

mnpostant is that
st Tt is simple. You
syl Bleme Botwhar

I'wa coming ere o doswill
bedifferene.”
Adew wonths i
wany people cmﬁo‘ hawe
. ined the sl
of a thisd Tosce; anather
polisical vn, that
could the two
Parties gotig inty )
but Obi & copesillising
fhat thivd fove. Mo tha
callping polnk for many
who say theyre tived of
il swatus L:_ucr, t’f?; is
- proving to be a veab{acioy
wn I
"Welre el of The
PP awd the APC, we
want te oy semething
new. People ave suffering,

Lages State.

1’

They also represent a
generational and
paradigm shift, which
is increasingly

attractive to many, and

they are bound tightly
together by a common

purpose, common cause

and common objective:

namely to rid Nigeria
of the old order and
usher in the new..."

“We want Peter Obi. he's youngen.
energetic, and knows what he's talkeng
abouk. They say we, his supporbess, are
only on saclal media, but wa will see

when election comes,”

Anambra State
LOVEINOT 5 WaY moTe
popolar than Atilks
ang] Tiwuba pn social
media, He's

boalvinn orkie polls.
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people are bwmgry,” satd Chidina |

Emezuom, a young geaduade @ Djods.

i which can and will
: mrﬂmr mere political platforms

populae on social media, can only
min voles in his native Soukheast
geopolitical zone, and Souih Sowth,
close dooe neighbour to rhe
Sonthezst, ookt

Acconding to Adamu whe 3
in ag inteyview with Trose TV "Obd
will tako voles in the Sowtheast and
prebably South South, which ave
normally PDP strongholls. This is
good for us m die APC Because it
would bielp our comrae. | don't think
rhar wonkd be enonigh for kim to
pose a challenge, but it means that
we will be in @ better position te
Bln-II

But. such combidence may seems
misplaced as other move objective
assessment of the movement aow
admit that fsdeed, somethiog big
agd diffegent is in thoe sl One soch
opinion canmp came fromo 3 chilalicain
of APC, Chief Feml FaniEwyode,
former AViation MeRister, (B aw
actikke thae is sl generiting
peacfions.

“The touth iz that fhey are far
more damgerous 0 eu collective
Causeas ar class than many of
ms can possibly eomnceive ox
appeeciate. Only the discerning caw
appreciate this and know preeisely
where this whele thing may ba

"FE? b

Ay ok it e b pes g
ebectad vopresowtatives iw the
begishitive and execntive arms of
government but they have IDEAS
and VISION, with A clear
ideatogical and philosophical henk
: o far

Srag pares;
Wakaomen to them, s well as
viwiallly everyone else, Fverem bhes

. thelr power. Ax they say, an idea
The former !

: dtopped..

whese vime has come cannot ba

"They alss represent =

Atiln. | geperational sed paradigm shile,

wihich &5 moreasd atteactve Lo

. many, ond they ore bownd tightly
CONSISTEAly (Eouned | ‘e,

together by & common peapose

T Chmman Camse andd comie e

Bun the supporsers |

of e two bLig parties
say Ire's just abowt

sogial hmzt!mmﬁi
eveninmally peter ams,

even as there hawve
been spiciced sttempts
te Bovle Ll weith Hhe
Tndigemony People of
Bafra (PO, 2 growp

ﬂﬁ'iﬁﬁgf@t @ SEpatate
atake of Biafra e

Ighio, hisethinic geong.

¢ Obl.a

objective: namely se rid Migeria of
the old order and usher i the
e, hewrote

¥ i & coundey et seligion and
ekl defime ideally,
w feonn the Southeast

L is theweomg end of the seick.

¢ QDI

to Atke aod Tinube.
Morthern siates, bt by

Muslivn, have anmed one Lige vote
pauswbers in vecent years, wnd. Acku,
4 Mushm worcherner, and Tinubu, a

© Meslim from the Sourvest, age

oo, Sidliehs
st . il
S, . this regard, angwing that he's a non-
i starter. A fortmight ago, Nasic El-

Adawn, nariomal
chairman of APC
argued Obi, though

» Bulad, Waduna skabe govermos,

mowefarcied Fowin fheirregions.
Many bad indead ridiculed Ghilin
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Y [
- Dbl Gl
mocked rally fox the Busingss Hallm else does be want? Feople | Yosaf, a member of the
Dibour Barty condsiote tn - pocth, noted thak lis paople aue .nmaﬁﬁu canrioteven ot Obadben? mosemeos e namo
Kadena. : eing slanghtere “I?it ;’E& lared anwmore, yorthay are us | supporters of the former
it B ERorEam | mmﬂ )t S Jthe | #o admir, anﬂ.hhrap-iuky-h vovore APC? Mog we are ti Amasnlra gover oy Trave comse o
Abdullahi Usriar Tad o] m“m ot ml}. . thiemn, We wo longer want both | bekoown, R
ewaatad.a cablfor a vo-milion Gecki] 10 em (hes Sonden o S South | APCaRAPDR- Bt GOl e e ot
mmﬂ&’:hﬁwﬂrh ﬁfmﬁmm emar Hmyﬂwtﬂkumlm Mﬂ:&rﬁwmm feat, myﬁfé:& edia will
toak. [l-Rufal “P%:“'l . :E:,, betisve movement | efficacy
m the wﬂ:?.uf: - that i MME strong & I:in hl-u is i;n!r i msiallni.‘edhi:; ﬁfmtmmﬂn mtfr";
Esoliy cobing oW ﬂ evidence shows d
ity ol o 1 o Wbl that Ml | DedbCe | Suppasters ave accively “mﬂmmmm
B I s | a0dl Atikw would be fhe |  What is @ that Tiosbu | mobllizing swpport at the Obalents 0. e e Detne
-3 Trve strongesk comtenders for the mﬂrmndmdiﬁunﬂn; "mulmtdiaiskﬂﬂ'mwmm
Twitoos? I‘npe'wﬂ.#I votes inm The tore nerthern | Sawauel, a cetiver al Dhefa,” | hilization teat we have been
Humdred persans an statvs What he has gotten from tmportaat inatoewwet (s | =9 -
sqlmrmn amﬁ“ﬂ,ﬂﬂﬁmmﬂ: However, a survey by | i not enough for him? W winning elections,” asgued Continued on page
m m‘
Tions Rasic l
T 2023: Adelabu tackles Maki nde, Folarin
WWI to Mu T
Laboue Iu'zr“rdm: have ...as ga‘e Of defectfﬂns fﬂﬁk PD — mmﬁmmmm
Withessed wirnew of peopl lis Fodarinn. forcarses mm,mm:hnﬁw s ownsusessor.
axross the country. Ravagedby . - Olmsesqu Lsoye Senator hﬂum are-working hard Jo peep fhe This was resentad by othes
WNSECT with aitendaat Majoxity teader the | twn notable pofitical in | soliticians, who delc hoth
blood the like of whick - # thebatie fox The sool of | whin Is coulesting voder the state aside in the 2023 | Apmobdamdihe APCalready had
had mever been seen Im Oyo Stake, in 2028 | platforsof fhe ARC. election. This Jod vo The defeat of
peacelime many wr mw Bﬂﬂifﬂahmlmﬂﬂ But the guestion still | Adds nawe Making waves,
the neareh thae welcomed Thofhentuth, it is evident that | weke in APC_ but Adelabu vemains whether the Adelabis | Yo comgested, thew, Tindee Hh
n.hﬁmpmh?ﬂl!wﬂ thewe will  theee aggrieved after the of | movement has the wherewithal | Slaform of the APC led by
Tanute, sy thiey ave alio tired - -Pﬁﬂi%m“ P 2 chae | Eooutatt thelneumbene Aismsshsi.
il'lim tharworks. takecontrol Stake. " govarnoer, Makinde. who, [Fwas Fais harrpap thabled to
aee in the _ Belore tre prinmices of the | be was rbbed of the tichet of his snpporters belleved, has Makinde's emergence as the
. Hiey caw't go to political parties, the state | the party. When it:': whast it takes to ewewe his governor. But he is now bei
uhmil [ cwt buy - Was bwo | recondiliation !ifmhmdm second term §n Agodi| scouseduight left andcentre,
ﬁm*ﬂﬁmﬂiﬂl"ﬂ notsble politieal parties, ﬁ ml.:htrm since | Govecmment Bouse mbsmanaging the good will i
Rmﬂbﬂﬁm‘te meis . the Peoples Demaoseatic DPacty | SewatorRashidiL Socmas PDP aiid MaKinde h:v. hi:ﬂlmnt
iond” weondered {(PDF}. Bur the fllonk of the | govermexr of Ope Stafe, Loaking ac how Makinde | with Pl thar ansnved
Comeade k Dateama, D e e | e e I e, emasged as the governor, ikwas | his vickory, Both sidsin ch
M;:.niliﬂr_. mmwﬂu pmn;&ﬁm 201, the combination. of feres of Wﬁ#ﬂﬂﬂﬂ. I
Farty : chrange the narratives "Hdl. : . reatable politici foom. other fMakinde
*1 feed pained wleen an Tgbe ot tiow, the Acsord Pacry | [siakaAbicla , o WM said to be i il comtrod of the
mantelsine mking : has become a third force in Oyo WI_IL this l:m:a e fomer gumence anl posty, having sidelined the
them, becanse - politics, with a stroug | situalions  in Bigh Chiel of Thadanland, | notatle leaders ivo have been
- movement across the seate, Jed | Adelab, iﬁumﬂhm Senaior Ruchii - Adewal | cocing Ko Yowiache, s
i by ity geveenoeship candidate, of the d glaciog that ol is st not well
s ot ot el OML X . who defected y has stacied o new | Ladok. ether | \gith hiuan the-pacty and o the
mwmiﬁﬂ ﬁmui:oﬂnmh "W"'““* which is ,ﬂfﬁﬂ g
wiy chilffren's freedom and its | will now uﬂm Tatesr of The isswes on
| : : - it oan with e Bacowibant, Mmdur;hhw - -
MDMI ;,swlamamﬂ : - Seyibakinde of the BDP, mhrml Fheancovement has conve b stay ?w led h!' the fate | dherabile, is 'ﬂt“ o
the peevailing insecurity im the - for a secomd texm and !
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Oyo 2023: Adelabu tackles Makmde, Folarin

Continued from page 29

of his former ¥, Kauf
Olaniyan. Betore his

whmmlﬂammg

and frosty l'&tlﬂuihp
mlh Gaveraar H:hnﬂr,
cloiming that he adid wot

moglﬁﬂ hisoifiesand -
nuﬁngﬁmﬂ:eu;?" Al
'd:enunﬁ:g the affalesofthe |

w0 hian, e had |
endued for longand had vo quit
the PIN for the APC. ‘ﬂm
Hawever, led to Hiis
mpeschméns which s |
a €
e3 {, cngie ngm ¥

Aparit Irum the recemt

A\
& __?
k ?—:

dmwpazse  with  his fermeer
Oepuy, Makinde alesady had a
former -MI'DR mtw #x v
- N
Binse of Reprosemtotives, Hon,  “debayo Adelibu <Seyi Makinde -Sentor Teskim Bolria
Mulilear Adeols, Akande, Clief
labnlﬁa?m. E“i.ﬁ; F‘iﬂ fac - k  Erassroots  politictan, bus the
AN - Fackoctor whoewer wantstorole  staties, bl sve meore ln Thadan giomg o ¥ oty il
brad foxmind 5 parallel party with Dyo state. Ibadan alone | whovebs t5o oflor combend s m-ﬁflhnmu:r;unmf gale of dafections n the party,
thieit own party Secretatiak at w-tams:pum‘:fﬁp Folarin in APC ond Adelsbo,in | The precusious sitation | €08ld cest him che
;ﬂ"'ﬂ‘“ [:;a:; ;"1“:. Wars voting population amd Ascord Party, called sheboy™of | #n t'h:l party after the |govemochly =
L3 Rididat ], itk ¥
allegedly  spom 1 by and it 1s whe they favewr ﬂm also avefrom as tqr-ﬁ-s'rar h ﬂm _ ioin B the i indmleal o
Makmde. Thminho-ummlﬂ. This makes Tis second term feom the party tothe | 108 fuciess amd worrisome to
Although he denied Wadan has been produciag the | a Big task, since the Tbadan buoml!‘m where he is mow | the leaders, the widow of the
knowledge of the ateack, all . except once when an  votes would be shaved by all of m&t Lawe Governor Abdola Ajimial,
indlcadions pabwted o bits man, Adsbayo Also | them. mﬁ m Florence, Apmobi, wilosesomis
wat shy and :gdr'::"sh u.: cnu’unﬂnlm aﬁr:.m mth'm mmgml mmmhmh “;ihﬂ::';ln;
Fi] eL Tk q o work Ll
destzoction of fheie peral m.,u]ﬁ'ﬁ‘m’fﬁ o ot | Tesien Colote o the anlidats | 1he party iu 3028 | Members o ensure that APCis
frarty secretariat. ! non- Thadan Todigenes ks | of fhe APC Is stil  subject of | govermorship ad other | 340 0 esme Oyo stave fwm
With the antagonismsindre Sucomehe gwernae. comtaversy and. it & ot go | chections, the party set up o | What che  desibed a2 the
party, the governer appears to ¥ is now belng said that if | dowen well with some people jn | soconciliation  Comumiltes, | VOS5 incomlt,
have lust the grig of the elites Makinde would want to come | the pordy. B has aloa forthes | chaired by Semator Fenri = InghweerMikinde
both within oueside che back, Bis would sot the already tensed | Lanlehin. [ the same vein, Sensbor
party. Evan some ofis loyalists onby the “streets” which | crisis, which had factionalised Thowgh the committee  Ay¢ Adesom with Mis.
ware said to have been heisenjoying their but | the party before the | masthae conchudeditswork, | Afimobi that there was the
prumibling that they were not the alites. M would aleo needs goveunorsbip pi judging by the time-frame,  Wegent need for members of
Sakdy wweated. While same of to reconcile with the notable andic | veaction of members acestill | e pasty to dose ranks, if they
mniq.ﬂwleuntm?be o apgrieved  awd oot ow | went into the primary which | the of Senator  Whom he claimed has
wﬂﬂmamdﬂtwﬂ against Wodting ayainst bien fuether heightened the tensed | Folacin, who isworkdng tooth
The wmajority of chese | shwatlons 2 virtaally all the | and nail to do his ewn
Qﬂt’- other issue which influrnitial elites who abso count Wmhmmdinlh| undergestmd seconciliation. Adefabu Aceord Party
thadan factor. This is very s far s ochiliation of vetew | comg geoer) dlectioms wm | Them leno doke sbowt | 0 SO TS U
L. IF Wer aker (]
omeial  omd 2 iﬂtmﬁlm; = e G | dngliatad by e " e disagrepment over the
grvernopship primsry hu[i:l:lz
The precarious e priary m“'m"'“mm&ﬂ
situation in the ﬁam Eﬂmfan ﬁbqaram::
favour of Semater Polagin. After
ety i & e o
unresolved gl e i
Adelabn  whe owti]l he
governorship w\\ ventured inko policics in 2019
i &
primary crisis led '\ %’M} G0 Stae on
T of the
to the exit of * the v o tho
Central Bank of CBl.
Adelabu from the ot v et
hel!tl‘.l-:luﬂl. hies vy amd
party to the Accord Do M ‘,‘.‘i’?m,,
» m JhlEu
Party where he is m .
it (o the faxt he
now contesting the had the backing of then
goveenor, lae Ajimobi, what
governorship also wosked for lrim was bis




Business Hallmark Monday, Aug. 29 - Sept.2, 2022

POLITICS [s1

2023: Peter Obi rides ycuth rage, threatens establishment
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10 Commeodities, 10 Million Jobs in 5 Years
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Abacha loot: Much
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NAFDAC, govt policies push prices

...as Nigerians lament worsening health challenges
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weeded & as they can no Tave visen. by betwesn Blper contand
foet Ihl: bibls. "Hhe obvions effest mWﬂ;mmﬂwhﬂmﬁmﬁ

ll t are wore likely Mostl
twm dizemses, such a8 drugs, incuding infusions, ecphan
ih blead presswee, Mabeces, &!iﬁ,ald[wmﬂaﬂy&ngtmdh
el ot other Begs for chronic
ll market survey undertaken by as v drogs anic
Basiness Hallmaxk has vewealed Mmesges, havs dupnto sueh lovels dhat

gln-mgl]r startling statisties of

aswonomdcal rise In  the peices of

mn?imdng: and essential drugs,
i

ng other pharmacenrical

“Prof. Mojisota Adeyeye, NAFDAC DG

mmﬂnm lomger afford
e,
According o the Consumer Price
Idex {CPD for July 2022 by the
Hational Bweam of Statistics (HES),

‘[Hunm{r-qfﬂh e risewas intlation vate w comerey has ﬁ::ﬂ
Decesber 2019, aud this has Ligelyled  hugeamcracy and discoptions in  finished prodeees. to a 1Tyear igh at 18.64%. This
tw 4 siouation Where baying essentill  woddwide valwe chosing which Re r.hl.!-ﬂ fhat N10O billion ~ COWpawes ko “ffﬁ' vecorded in the

WedicAtions Rave are still affecting, oo Well #s increased  stimtilis package Was oW n cotn et ﬁlml o mxaumﬁm &
become wwaffordable, and therefore  fpesghc costs Associated with aﬂduhum lacking bacanse Jad that kirel bf experiene :Lm“idl —_t
inaccessible, by-quite 2 barge nember of jnapormation of Active Phavmacentical  stff consditions, arche fimd o e e 508
who live on the edge of  fwgredients {APls), excipiewts and  was weant 10 expand production and 3 Itrweﬁ?":;?i!mm“

pmd;qhutmdm!d’ta]t[ﬂtmnl

Business Fallmak's findings have
mﬂfsmr: m&m PRICE LIST shown that MESs davs on CFY made a
hawhmmﬁbhiwther% Mmm MWMWIMMT;:
of pharmaceutical products. mlﬂm mﬂm u
:ﬁﬂmmhwﬁu rising rost. 2021 2022 jucinflationincreaseon doags.

Thofi. ditkeb- Jghionoh, & vegishered, INFUSION PER UNET N120 N 170 Jo. the current survey undertaken
nHcge Fold Eﬂ&umwthm (DIABETES DRUG) TISLOT N3000 N 7000 by this medium, the prices of
2019 the National Agency for Foodland PARACETAMOL NS0 N100 ;"ﬂmﬂr m“”ﬂ"éﬁi;ﬂh anti-

Administration and Control scqny N300 N40OD WHZLM;EM; ia ﬁt!::
f;ﬁmm. increaced the cost of ppi 10X N700 NBOO W —— m'“’w'@“’u"w
NESD,000 00 1105 willon - whichis 3 AMATEM (ANTI MALARIA) N900 NISOD  racftop asiheyhover betseen 0 per
huge increase amounting ta 350 AMATEM FORTE N1300 N2000 cﬂxmnrmxnhdeﬂuwmﬂ
percent, Fu the sawee vein, the. oversthe= COLART N700 N1800 have tisen by between S0 per
<vunter dimgs fumped feom N1milon (ONART N1900 NS00 T dinguthe Gndiogs infusivas
” J:m:u Oluwaseun, a P-ALAXIN N1000 N1500 r wnit, which was ayound N120 in
phirniacise, aged <hief executive officer VIA-INSULIN INJECTION N2500 - 4000 N5000 - 7000 now goes for N700, which is
of s Bluazmacy Abuls Eghanoted. PREGNANCY CARE PLUS N6000 N19000 abaut 300 pes cent dncrease, Even
that forex aind inflation atmong other PREGNANCY CARE MAX N7000 N1850 :;4‘#*9 hawe m{;%ﬂm
im"***wﬁ* ROCEPHIN INJECTION (PER PACK) N3500 N5000 T e o
rise in grices of essential un:l DISPOSABLE GLOVES(X 100) NS00 N1500 A numher of patients spoken to by
prescription drugs and oether AMOXICILLIN CLAVILANIC ACID (625 MG)NBS (PER TABLET) N150 this yoedivin seho are wnder eatuenis
medical/pharmaceutical products COUGH EXPECTORANT N250 (PER BOTTLE) N400 for varkos health conditions ave
include covemavirus pandemic: SURGICAL FACE MASK NS0 NS00 mented of being wnable Lo follow

MW%&HMWH
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B8l Health

of basic drugs beyond reach

dregs are wo longey available ot the cost
of aleernanives has e e roof.

Many dishesics and hypectensives,
as well as cancer patients who ape on
voutine dengs. sce on deng bolidays as 5
vesnlt of high cost. Seme routine drugs
used inpregrancy arenot immume from
this rise in pricss.

Pharmacist John Umeh of Grxe
Phaveracy, Ajayi Bead, Ogha fold
Business Halbmack feat i has becmme a
hercnlean task to enake arrasgements
forthe bnportation ferantl-cancer and
other chrenic conditions” medications

bk ﬂ?liﬂ! il bPEaATRSIES , a2 A
sult of soaring foreign exchange and
the inability to secuie it fhsugh the

Cental Bank of Bigevia (CBN) official

Eaite

Avcordlng to Umeh, some of thase
proseciptions d are often not
warehoused in the pharmacy due 0
theirstorage condition and the fact chat
they are more expensive and needed by

ks,

Aipark oo theedandles or challonge
aszociatad with finished pwdwu
manmbacturers of drugs in ace
gomng throughdive steaits as B8 per cent
of AP¥ wsed i manedactering drugs

isperted.

Acconding to Yhmeh and others
spoken to , unless goverwment
inervewes, many coOMpanizs nvay
2o dowm dose o dhe inabality to aceess
foreign exchange and the cest of diese]
among others.

Some g weeper maly pakenks
admitted that  fheir conditions ace
becoming danpeeonus due to their
imabilityto routhne drogs,

Sule H:mh a disbetic safd he had

PEALS, expressed dismay an<l
feustration that he could m}llmp,!r
afford the treatment due o o
"D v ks yoie S could
purchase wiy contine }?3 040,
bu: Tow [mﬂm:hnghﬁ:ﬂtm N7,
50040 do vwoweeks of reatments.
Upnieh exprasied l‘mrmhm ey
ihe mability of many "E;z
wecessay drngs. lmt w:-lf i ‘lbh'
when Ewet oneof wiy patients who had
ned been consing for somethmes, even
though he s on ions
'Iimmlmgut hm,hesadheﬁ
decided to bepatrongzing “Agbo’ the
Treat mend forchyonie diabetes)"
"Must of onr costomers now just
Duing dnpthing because o what ey
iR DRcase they
callbigh coscofdruge™

it Abi whe k5 a patent
weller said “somee of these Tave
gone up beyond our wildest

Inagination. For spstance, Acind we
nsef bay at NSOD kst year §s wow
avound H400, Ampiclox sold for H700
last Devember now hovers today
etween HNE00 amd NO50, while

f
\
BN

antimalarials Bke Amatem sold for less
;ﬂh:gx_ﬂi. 000 lastyear nowgoes for M1,

“Soiie of the diugs are even off the

:Imlf hecanse you Eiu 't buy what ?:_-:
o A Jiis not;
htl.nnj::tﬂm'hsmd good

“The Hﬁﬂeﬂu rate Is aiﬁﬂt
becawse prices of '%
vou cam bay at M, Ilhlﬁjl' md.by
iﬁmmwitlw.mﬂmm. SR
Hring sud discongaging”

WMalaria wohich ﬁu&h‘
;{mﬁm;ﬁhhnt!kmwﬂimmma
field day dwe to the face thar
antimalarialsare becoming expencive.

The prices of meost oralads Jrugs
}ul:f:neur - Amakem Forte that wsed
o sl foxr FD, BOD Lact year dsonowr M2,
00, while Colaot that was sald  for
K706 in Docernber ismpone B, B,

Lonart, which used to go for M1,
900 s now M2, 504 i iwhich
used to sell for W1, 000 is now K1, 500

pectaches.

J)’h b .

Apartfromtiicvising prices o drngs,
pharosacist Okedwlore Moawdi of
Rose Phaweacy, Chia. gold this medimm
that the sperational cost af the

; MTM he has w0 increase
F?T&f:’e mrem in the price of diesel
veruld Jawe fopcedd wmmatm
fiore the wverier That vee

He said e had abeut six customers ,
maimly diaberics who aee on inaulin bud
they have refnsed vo come for their

gugs becarse of high prices of those
It iz not as # I]:bey.are
anakher place u‘:ﬁuneﬂ.hﬁ
I:hhgltmstnﬂnmlin' he
The cost of a vial hneulin injection
that used to cosk between M2, B00 and
184, 000 last yearis noswsold for NS, 000
o 7, GO0, The price of test sirips is now
dbowt M7, 0060 28 spainet 14, 000 for »
pack of 36 sheips in the preceding
December,

drugs, The foreign exchange rave and the
wicreased peice of dieselhave pushed wp

thecostsof

Pregnacave Plos thet used tosell for
B, 80 Rast year is mew NS, D08, while

e Waoe what sold fox 17, (00 is

none LS, 080", sack, on

km:pilhn ﬂlﬂ'ﬂlﬂh Py
antibiotic for saving bves, wi NG, m
as at het Decemdier it now goes over
N5000 ougenfly. Zinnak SRlmg txh,
anni her antilsotic, formedy sold dov 13,
00 Tast yeur worw sells ar NS, (0080 plns
and according to findings the syrep is
not readily availabl

suoane ifhiecem ool wiedic s,

Dr. Sunday Mﬂ-ﬁml of ilH'
department of comvmanmery nedsc
Kogi State Umiversity Facul

IMedicine said fna chat withrdiis
¥hat the dsing costs of deegs contd corme
with severe consequences of morbidity
;:;. ﬂ:ﬁ;;;ﬁhl? to consumers ef
netsin Migerta,

"This price increase will affece
parients, drug manwfacourers, and the
economy at Laege. The reason 4 €hat
w]nn prices of phragmacentical dyugs Iﬁ

what patients can. buy,
W#W‘mtﬁdlﬂﬂltmﬂh&}!m

"And when dregs camnot be
purchased duevo their exorbicant prices,
the phasmaceuticall mdastry will not
eomtribuke adeguately to natienal Gooss
Dowrestic Prodocs (GEE)L"

Mamy agree that the sharp cise in
prices ean enconvege fale and
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By Uche Chris

gaimamthum-uf Gen. Sani Abacha’s oot

of $28 mellion will soon be releasedibry the 1LS. to
b Bligerian povecoment. The signing
geremony bebsween the two cesmtyies was perfoemed

last week, ratsing hope tThat the three critical |

indrastenctue projects towhich the woney is tied and
had bemeficted from previows tranches, will be
eventually completed by the end of the eoxl or before
the exieof ¥ivis aduvinestoation in May 2003,

There iz somathing about the ﬂhthal loot that
defies defindtion and compeshension just Bile Migeria
itsel and lver problems. lofact, Presidemt Bubari, whe
was toppled in a cong led by ﬁbachan 1985, and was
also  reliabilitated by hisn with the appointment &%
chalrman of Petroleun Trost Fend, PIR in 1995, once
denied that there s anything fike Abacha loot, a‘ucll'hai*
Abacha was not corrupt. Some people have cynically

irsimuated that Abacha simply saved the money for the '

vdya painyday asemday:

Buk these illogics beggar the point and wot -vnl}r
conduze, but dso disiract sttenelon fom dhis weighty
matter. and its eefloction on vs 2@ a people. How much
did Abacka Yoot from the treaswey of Nigemda? Nobody
< rell, simply hecowase there were many condaies and
ok accommits. and different countries involved and
took place Eor so long 1o engender proper teacking and
datemination.

However, infocmed estimate by foreigo and loxal

agencies puk the total Joot at over $5 hillion of the
19¢0s and 18905 value, when the exchange rate was
HE3 o fhe dofila, since the phandec would have stagied

vite easlker when be was Chief of Aoy staff from
1965 1o 1900 when he became Dufonce wimister. He
took overpower as Head of skate in Movemwber, 1995 vl
L

Blicary experts say that the <halleoge dhe narionis
facing today in tackiing insurgency and werrorism had
1tg oot weeder him becavse litile investment weeant into
the system. Apparentdy oll che allocations apark feom

rﬂh arditwre were Joobed. Tt was also the time

¥ peace apararions m Liberia and Sierra

L-eum wien massive funding was wndertakan. Even

the dollar valwe isell thin was aboat 207 bigher thum
presenuvalie.

Howmmwets bas beew recovares] so far and how wasit
utilised? Sadly and prediciably, we don't know foe sure.
Like our population, ofl prodoction and wvenme
accruable, etc.everything isdone onwide estimates.

Somre estimates pue the recowered loot m 333
billion in thepast 22 years orse, whick isa hage sumin
roday's reckoning. Bor whers is the mmoney® What can
we polnt o as the signposts of the benefits of the fard
and to immﬂﬂimlz such mational infwmous -ab&unlil:r
i our minds, as lesson for postecity? Where are the
mtﬂﬂ;ﬁﬁhﬂm watiowal sape, avd what happened

Pormet presidanc Obazanjo was implacably
outraged by the plea bas Hhaat off $230
milkior vo the Abacha family for the discloswre of the
whereabouts of loots. "Ebb-n- state governus, Atifa
Bagadu, also demanded $260 malfion 3s compensation
for information on tlve hidden riches Ive helped the
foamer head of stare to ‘save” fox ia. n other
sermusm they will never see the day vight

, ot 1o talk of emnsiag for pablic office and
ﬁ}gﬂmﬂ hmcmg.apnbhc.ﬂﬁm Brat, that is typical
eriafor

Oneis h-emm‘.mlh].r the shenaniganof the Howse of
Repsover this cuevont loot and the need for them to be

I e

A

Abacha's loot as a ngerla metaphor

-.

= ’w“’ '

-

3

sSanni Abacha

N
The President Is rightly described as aman of
extraosdinary powers. Vet it is also true that be
svorat wield those power voder extraoedinacy

—President John F. Kennedy of U.S.4
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involved. Owile 2 commcal Jot, ifyou ask metWhatwill be
thelr rola? Ta find & way to feacher thele unpendactive
st

Their self serving argument is that any money that
entess the federation acconnt mask be appropriated by
the MASS befors £ Ordinarify, this is a fair and
constitutional posiilon to take, but the situation Is
neither nornel, cedinary oor constitutionall in nateie
Thises crmmnaliryand tll:Jml mmym eds ot eri::;.

We've dn am exboenme position to lay claim
to sucly high standasds of morality and comstitutional
fimesse. We Jost these monles 1o whenever they wene
kept, and tiwese conntees, by the cer n of
emongent Troxties and comventions on illicik financial
trawsactions, are setting the meval standsed of
adherencens ke of L

The argmoent whether ey were otiginally
complics, or nol, isfreelevant, becanse snch tvansfers ov
money bamdaring wore done legimately by o n the

TLER, O% A 5 wnder exiant laws.

Bevause vhe inues loots yetnaned to Migeela were
relocted by offieers, with nothing to shaw
for e, the US. thar has championed ¥he vetwen of the

It is infantile and laughable that

the honorable members are
unaware and ignorant of the

conditions attached to the release.

It shows how diligent and
conscientious they are to their
responsibility, and why previous
releases could not produce any

tangible results

loote, decided ta ohligite por governament og how bo
maxkaize the benefivs of the money for fouwe
genorations.
To che Beps, who want che money te be
aveas of groat needs ta people, which
tom, the fmerican Twdists am

ploughing the money Wto spectfic sﬂm
mmel:r -lbadan expressway, Seco Na%:
ﬁ‘.b-tu Kano voad: as comdivion

[t ﬂﬂf.mie and langhable that the honorable
members are wnavare and {gnowant of the i:o-mlmom
attachad to the velease. [t shows how 4 amd
sorscientions they ave w theic responsibificy, and why
previous releases could not produce any tangible
resulrs.

Ag riane 43 chese dhees projects aee 1o the
mmrm weormld, sewer have ceached comgletion
sinot they were seaired over 10 yeaes ago withow the
injection of the Abachia wiwdfall, This is what the
Americans are teving toavod.

Significantly; the Abacha loot refleck everything
we are a5 a mation, and why we may be far from
liberation. This government canwe to power
peincipally to fight connption which was the single
most important accusation the previous
adwmvinistiation wis llegedy gilty of gerians
voked masehvoly ro eloce.

Yae, sight years afoor, corvaption has hie the rool
top with one pevson accwsed of st over N1TQ
Balkion; i 5 Teigh rawRing police officer in chagge of
it Special Opemtions beiwg implicated in drmyg and
mowey Lsindering (hoages?

How would any country wishing to return any
fumds to Migedia talee such disclosures? Gen. Abackea,
though long dead, speaks 1o us these looks
ave digcovered. ox re ta Jook at ourselves in the
mireor, becawse any system that could pevanit such
mﬂm perpeteatad agalnst the comstey &=

[t is mwot surpeishing thatvwe are still here, where he
leftoff afterfomryegimes. The poiat that it kappeved
updermilitagy Tulle je o mate one, because G as not

[ s
LLLE LS
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Boommg oil theft forces govt to prwate secunty
o ;ll'f:ﬁ w-;. : :

ﬂ

Bcreasing numl:--a-r of

binesses apd honsehelds

beneficting, from procesds of
iBegabosth bosbering scross Riveps
State and ite ervirens 18 ging
thee praetice a Jife thak may not
Inw possibie end, despite huge
InVestienl B thé FuvekhEeht
and ¢ ies in the seouity of
oll s=ta ]

Iuizeven mors sowilh sirong
indigations -;-t:}.hmmdiadhar
invelvement of cecuriey apenis
Sy conmireuih et
allegediyeonnive wich
oil thieves buth onshor and

affdwwe oo awck dhe bile o of

I“Ji,grrja'smtnimz.
Migeria has heen wnalile #a

et iV OPEC produckon guoka

now At 184 milhon bacesls por
day, as oil thele has e
nation's audpat ar L 2mbph
denying the countey nevded

vevenug 1o boasr s fore

reserve and shore wp the volee nf- '

e sy,

Last week, government, in a
despite mowe anneuncesd fhe
awaed of conaract for pipelines
protection o & prvals soupasy
owned by ax nilitant |eader,
Gowawsrent Tanpolo at the cost
of W4T billios, whivh wany
Ft»plr say i an wdmdssion of
alere by fovecdmcnt Security
agenches ﬁtdrﬂid wirth the
assigmment,

A wecent induwstry report
noted chat ie iz ot heddan
information that a sophisticated
iy of powerfel Nigerians and
ferigmers, including top military
apeEMARs. Javernmant oificials,
highly-placed and cetived oil
inchictyy persontel, polticiang

and busiressmen are the big-time

ol n'htwei and f'naums of oil | 1§

m:i.ng 10 the vaport, rhe
oil bmkmn.giirtﬂwm:ngmth
incidars epasl erude divsedy irom.
masor <rwde ofl pipelines in the
Nigee Doley, whals affuivl: pump

crmde to The different
Terminals, They know the time
and dogation of pomping and
exnc Epipelines.

"The damage inflicied by
avnallviene sl beaalersum Picers,
Dekia. Bayelra and oilver states,
wihe MMegaramabaly vofise ceihe
oil in fee Bligor-Dielia rogionis a
ehilils fl.‘-r tompared 1o the
hawec dhe conmected cartel that
awns giant wessels and
equipment wreak -32;-‘ the
econcmy , thereport sak

Findings showthat-there are
tocal thieves who alse siphoa
from major pipclaes amd
soll gheir product to the by
plovers, wino use supetior tubes
And ewpares oo desin off cende

il

 "The biggest advantage of
ther wavial ic shad thay have
security operatives that provide
security on the lostracion of
twy officers for vessdy Jaden
with shalen coude, which sl
nndside the comatey’s waboes to

ready buyers with foveign |

cweblabewators”, the eeport
therreveated

fur .

"Ewecy secwrity officer
invaleed in dha basimess is wall
“faken care of ' and oo, secrecy ks
i ained, Secnny operatives
whe mount semisry on
wakerWata algo colleerbovyrfrona
sral=timebunkerers and many
waRt o serve W sueh Incracive
beat Thq.r also make returns te
supaion offozars”

Lask week, fhe Rivers Stake
Govappmen sald no ameouge of
blackiradl woukl deter it from
prosecuting the boemaker
representing Bort Harourt
mm fmmmnr?mll.iﬁlﬁﬂn

i e Tpwe, e i
SFM“F:T'HMF:;;‘E& for le
ollbuskering activibies,

Chief of Staff to Rivers
Seate Governor, Emeka Woke,
who dischosed this dming a
Permanent Verars Card
sensitisation and mobilistion
rallg, #adisted o he skape

grvernenent has constireional
abligation to dedisivdly dedd
with anpone mwalved I aots
imimical ve the Wigerian
ﬂm@[

He zald, “Anybody who
allows his hu:in-m]qummata
be used for i eg: il
bunkering, (hal premises vl
b 2lviardl S,

The MNigeria Upstreans
Patrolenm Ragulatory
Commission (HUPRCH.
repovied yecently that the
nakion’soll cotpuk deopped by
125 per cenr 8o 14 milllon

barrels per day, mb/d,
ine Mnﬂwr in the
fiwst half dRmvary = Jummed of
M2 feoas 16 mbfd B the
<ore iod of 2021.
& mﬂﬁﬂmoﬂﬂm :
stoke belween 200000 and
400,009 harrels of cruda daily
duging the peried.

it;l 2021 alone. ofl thieves
cansed the country o boss of
over $4.01 hillionand by NRPC
Statistics, vegila produttionin
2020 stood at 1.7Tmb/d,
bedore sliding consistently to
1.6 b/ and 1 4mmb/din 2021
and 202 2 vespactively.

the alarm

Sl voleusm bligeeia
Limited, Clievron Migeris
Limired, the then Nigeria
Navianal Perrolenm
Corpacation {MHPCE and
others had palsed the alam
abont systained and soorexsed
ol thefe for sowe period now,
but the hig-time thieves
coptinued with litle or no
actions by the appoopriabe
MDA,

Conmwy Head, Co
Relations, SPDC, fge Wels, vkl
nawamen ratercly in Pore
Hazzomt, Bivers State that
onderpeivileged. e could
aet 'lffﬂl‘.dd. m‘nbﬁ ::ii'
sfpuipnent de
thiewes in unabated ofl theft
aned acsets vandalices,

"Equipmment segtived o
CHTTY ot qﬁl thett ave so
i‘ﬁ: CATELOL
maﬂ;ill to set up oil theft and

rafining basinesses. Only
o dg—
ape Eifing wou a .
desteoytng ahe ecomomy”, Te

I oW beap AeltEsvEMT ONE
envivenment, the type of
company that world wamt #o
gone o §his country that will
give ome chilldren value
proposition aml contribute
positively to our econcmy will
nut comse. That is why § give
ceedic to the Rivers Swke
povernor becaise some moaths
Agics, he showalleadarshap

Chaiemam, United. Bank for
Adcica, Tony Plumél, late Last
year, twecked #hat dhie coumdry
mas Focing aver 08 o ks
produchion to il fheeves, a
concernberepeatedin February.
o Nmiwx Eihkirmum

fcer Energ
Executive f‘h.ﬁrm.:mf Ak
Holdings, Austia Avwrwe,
forewaaned vhat Wigedas o
preduction had reached an

emergency <ricical stavas, |
i

| substaneiate his all

recomnmending thye NHNPC and cegnlators

showld set wp a “war room” strategy toded
with the rising isowe of ol thett in the

| <OuRlEY.
Wike's revelations
ke X5, the raor of Bivers state,

Nyesom Wike, feadessly told Migerians
that top milikary men were involved and
spemsoring oil bunkering in his state. He
fiogoved am wonamed General Officer
Comnranding (GOC), who he abereed, had
raised a boam of sekdioss to steal and s
perralanm prodocts inthe cogion.
AlthiughWike spoke feom ko ation
available rohine as the chief sacuriny officer

..- af Bivers Stake, nok mamy believed hime

becasse they thomght he was playing

The governor, however, did not
bt maintained
it thee big o thieven buwe the support of

| vop oalimry geaseals, who ingoract their

subopdinate commandees in the area of
Eedponsilicy, AOR, fior w0 Msvied his
“friends” aned the benefivs go vonwd,

Policamen and atives of Hiperis
Secarity and Civil Defence Corps,
MECDC}, reporleﬂ? elashed iw Rivers
state over protection of am alleged ol
bunlering site in the stawe, bur both
dtuwmmmg}w-ﬂlffﬂmhmlmwuf
husiin VR i ¥ihe apasode.

Alsd in Maveniber 2021, Governoy
Wike reiherated that the fight o stop o
thefs had continued to £ because top-
rauling affices of the mifitayy veye deeply
involved in i, saying that it was time the
Nigegian Seage copmjdeped the dapuage
cansed by activities of ceude il thieves b

the pconomie malnstay of the countyy snd
treat firem astreasonableoffenders.

Withe, who played bost to the Clisef of
ﬁiStﬂ.Mmrﬂﬁﬂmaﬁa{mdﬂ'&amw
who Was on coTeTesy Visi Al Government
Howese, Port Hascomrn noted shavirvaz ol
vy the watage of the economy that is
witnessed, bwe the desadation that the
awivnment also suffers a5 @ resalt of o
thefe also impacts negatively om ol
communifiesin Rivers State inpar ticular,

He sk “Yom koow rhis bunkoving
<amnok sfop; Jets be Sevious about i
svarybady iz Inwolved. The milioary i
imvolved. Police are involved. The Whgeria
Qiil Dofence Corps & isvolved. I nor
thereis moway whing can contloue, K's
aveerible thing.

“Cdon's ko, whethes we slmd--l Iah-
the issm of 'hu#m}:?: to even b
Sewiond thian treidas ﬁ?ﬂrﬂﬂﬂaﬂ‘
sae what has happened to our
enwironwmen t, you Rhave pityon us”

Just & couple of days ago, operatives of
the Beonomée and Finaneial Crimeas
Commission (EFCC, Port Hazourt Zonad
Command, ja o joine opavation wid
personnel of the & Diviston Gacddsom,
N@mmmm Harconex, arvestad 120

allegediMegal ol bunkering.

ﬁ WeEs ammjt ar Mdonl, Risvrs
State, where mm m
stolen petmieun s were ol
inko v&:inhs at the walterfvonts for
diserburion wirhén and ouide Rivers
State.

EFCC's spokesperson, Wilsow
Uwiijaren, ina Jeasemont 2aid cheamest of
the suspects Was made possible by
intelligence on Khe alleped llemal ol
barrcering astivities in the locality, adding
that sighik velicles and pumpime wachines
were receveredin the conrseof thearpest.

"The sasgecks will ha charged $a conrk
as soun as imvestigation iz concluded”
Uwaijaren said.
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The NBA and the imperative of deep reform

eelers from the JUSt COone luded
Annual General Conference of
the Nigeria Bar Association,
arguably one of the oldest and
hitherto most respected <ivic and
professional organisations in the
country have confirmed that like
many an organisation in the colinfry,
I}'Il'Nr'!l.'.‘ rl"{:lll.lfl'ﬁ-l:fl'l'l'] rl‘l’ﬂ]rlll
From the
surrounding the dismissal of the
body's Secretary General to the
hoeliganism that accompanied the
logistics challenge occasioned by the
poor handling of conference bags
procurement and distribution at the
event. what came out was that l!LlilP.]

lot peeds o be dompe o raise the

clifcumstances

template of the organisation once
again

Lawyers are not idlers. Over time
!hrj,.r have come to be r!*!.;;udri! as
members of ‘the learned profession’
It is a professional grotp that both
concerns itself with matters of rules
and proper behaviour and aiso goes
ahead to set benchmarks for the rest
of society in this regard. Indeed, at a
pomnt 10 Gme, the association was
imbued with so much respect and
honeur that it eccupied the moral
high ground in the arena of public
discourse, In the séasons past whenit
was led by the likes of Alao Aka
Bashorun and Olisa Agbakoba, the
MNBA was a3 most Fespec ted vaoice in the
arena. It stood for the popular rights
of Nigerrans, insisted on the
observance of the rule of law and
would not condene any injury to any.

Part of the {h.ll]rnﬂ:' may be the
depth of the rot in which the
association may have come to be
mired in. For 1l1.||1|.|,:-hl, the captain of
one past recent administration was
heavily weighed dowmn for a lot of his
tenure in office by allegations
bordering on poor ethical conduct
There have also been insinuations
that the group’s secretariat has for
some time now been poorly
functioning tothe extent that lawyers
have eveh had to enduré Unacceptably
lengthy delays in proceéssing basic
work gear such as the statutory
practice seal.

L t-}l:'ll T ILI{' i‘l}(]:il.ll.l

And on the internal NBA
political front, there was
also the very notable fact
of Akpata’s emergence as
the first non-Senior
Advocate of Nigeria, SAN
to be elevated to the
leadership of the bar in a
long while. This was
indeed a most symbolic
victory for ‘the streets of
the bar

Indeed, it is quite ironic that it is
at a timewhen the bar Was seemingly
besn seen as repositioning Lo return
to the moral high ground that these
travesties are now showing up. But it
is no point for despair. The moral
high ground is the noble ground. It
still has to be takem and fully
occuphed.

in standing up for victims of
police brutality, cautioning that
EndSARS protest leaders Be not
unduly wvictimised, insisting that
povernment follows the tenets of the
law in terms of appointment and
dismissal of its functionaries no
matter how }Jighl!f F‘I..."tli'l.‘.
iMervening in the {nibehe Effiong

miatter, insisting on the independence
of the association and raising a loud
voice against alleged acts of
1:I.J‘f]'L'IJ|iH|!I L1 -[h.t'
appointment of judges, the outgoing
Mumide Akpata scored some notable
grand points in the public space.

process ol

there

viclories,

in organisational terms
sl
including moves made to internally
discipline allegedly errant members of
the association on a wide variety of
charges ranging from sexual
harrassment to poor ethical conduct
no matter whose ox was gored
Though one of those attempts that
invalved a }1.1»! President of the

Association and an associate was to be

wWere .II\H‘ S0 TTre?

stalemated, the fact of its having been
entertained and embarked upon in the
first place was & demonstration of a
wi“inp‘nrﬁa l;:_..' the .r"lﬂtp.il.]. It‘.i.i!-t‘l"‘iill]:!
to address challenges at that level

And on the internal NBA political
front, there was also the very notable
fact of Akpata's emergence as the firsz
non-senior Advocate of Nigeria, SAN
to be elevated to the lt.l-;jr.'hh.{p of the
bar in a long while. This was indeed a
most symbolic victory for ‘the streets
of thebar.

But there were also untidy points
such as the facé-off with the Secrétary
General, the handling of the Body of
benchers saga and the conference bags
fascoH

These notwithstanding, the
general opinion of this paper is that
the Olumide Akpata led NBAhas done
fairly well in getting the NBA back on
TCOUrse

What is now left to bé done ig tor
the new leadership led by Y.C
Maikyau, SAN, to continue apace with
the evidently defined course of
reforms in the association, bar and the
judiciary; fix the yet observed lapses
and give to Nigeria an NBA of weight
and honour, more so at this critical
time when millions of Migerians
expect all hands to be on deck in
ensuring that the next national
leadership of the country will indeed
be one that is qualitatively better than
theoutpoing one.

The NBA must not fail Nigeria
today

Quotable quote

“Leadership s nof aboid v ol your
family. Leadership is abowt everyvhody. It
is unfirtuncie that we are in a conniry
whiwe o man finlies elphi veors a8 @
governor ged brings his own son as o
povernor oo and iy member of National
dssembhe It iv only in thizs part of the
wearkal plras vons com e thar, when we ane
talking abawt poverty everywhere, hese
are peaple who do not mean well for this
Nigerta

sGavernor Nyesom Wike of Rivers
Seare

Between the lies

“IV wona fook or tve tremed of the leciline
aspiranis - ke Peter Oty, for instance,
whe ix froom the South-East, kix
supparters are predominantly from the
Sonmahe-Eaxe. I v o for bl soncral meslia
supporters,  they weve hitherio  the
promorers of the Indigenous People of
Hiafra. Al the Nopmdi Kanw supporters
Rerve switefeeod to supperting Peter O
So wilurt dio veu make o that *? Ko, it ix moi
something thar & hidden. It ix all over. |
am nol being tribaliveic or profiling o
watmilfolure ™

—National Secretary, Miyerd Allak
Kawutwl Hore Fulani Association, Saleh

Alhassan

“Nobody showld drug or lnk TPOB with
Peter OBk polivice. TPOR kas suid it
soivrad Hmes thad we don Y byo' Peter
(2hi. we have mothing in coimtmon with
Poter Chi gmed we oo mon ageres with s
political opinfons. [POE v a frecdom
ﬁxlrﬂﬂ_ﬂ movement  amd .’nu J!nh‘:nlx
[ h{.“'lrl-q'"i-l'l' fiv iy ||.1h‘| i m .'H_qrn:m'
politics. IPO8 is i tmterested dn [ghe
Presiifernt or a Niperia President frosn

Biifra extroction, Owur micion i
slmple™

—~IPOBRY Director of Media and
Publicity, Emma Powerful

sSaleh Afhavan
Tale of the tape

65,929

The number of Nigerian students

given spoasored study visas in the year

ending June 2022 (1st July, 2021 to
30th June, 2022)

Source: UK Home Office
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